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\UGUSTA DEN BEIGE. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


AS Auguſta ſat at work one morning, 

ſhe was told that a lady wiſhed to ſpeak 
ith her; and before ſhe could once conjee- 
ture who it could be, Miſs Simpſon entered 
e room. After the firſt ſalutations were 
dyer, which were extremely cordial on both 
Vol, III. 9 1 ſides, 
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ſides, Miſs Simpſon faid, *“ Although you 
quitted the country without bidding me an 
adieu, yet I no ſooner diſcovered where you 

lived, than I haſtened to pay you a viſit.” 


Auguſta made her excuſes and acknowledg- 
ments to her friend, and then inquired by 
what means ſhe had learnt where to find 
her. 


« By the mereſt accident on earth,” replied 
ſhe, © I drove along Bond-ſtreet yeſterday, 
at the very time a carriage broke down; and 
as our progreſs was obſtructed, I had leiſure 
to look about me, and ſaw you at this win- 
dow, anxiouſly intent to diſcover if the two 
a ladies, whoſe cries were ſo loud, had received 
[ any material injury ; and I marked the houſe 
ſo well, that J had no difficulty in finding it 


again.” 


* ores — — 
—— — 


14 Auguſta next inquired after the health o 
Mr. Simpſon and his ſon; and heard that the 
former was in town, and very much engaged 

'by 
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oy the buſineſs which brought him there; 
put that Mr. William Simpſon remained in 
che country, where he was no leſs taken up 
Wwich the diverſion of hunting. Auguſta was 
» much pleaſed to learn from Miſs Simplon's 
converſation, that Lady Merton had aſcribed 
her haſty departure to a neceſſity, which had 
4 compelled even her conſent: And ſhe could 
: therefore with the more eaſe, liſten to the in- 
formation which Miſs Simpſon was diſpoſed 
co give her of that family. 


I do not think,” faid Miſs Simpſon, 
* that poor Lady Merton will ever ſee her 
family deſigns completed. My brother ſays 
a that Miſs Merton is the greateſt jilt in nature; 
Wand it muſt be allowed he has juſt cauſe for 
chinking ſo. I dare ſay you well remember 
the flirtation which uſed to paſs between them, 
Wand the decided preference ſhe gave him be- 
fore Lord Merton. Would you believe it? 
hen Lord Merton was gone, ſhe behaved 
to him as haughty, and as inſolent, as ſhe at 
firſt uſed to do. I believe he had the courage 
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. to reproach her with her coquetry, which e 


reſented as an unpardonable freedom, and 
. would never ſpeak to him afterwards.” 


„ rather think,” replied Auguſta, <« that 


your brother preſumed too much upon her 

civility to him; for I believe her to be ſin- 

cerely attached to Lord Merton; and I am 

ſure that Lady Merton is now convinced of 
1 | 


« Tf you were not as humble as Miſs Mer- 
ton is vain,” cried Miſs Simpſon, “ you 
| would have perceived, as every body elſe} 
did, who it was that poſſeſſed the largeſt por- 
tion of Lord Merton's affections. But to 
have done with them, and talk of ourſelves: 
I hope we ſhall be together very often, for! 
the ſhort time I ſhall remain in London, I. 
have ſo few acquaintances in town, that I am 
more alone here than in the country. My; 
father has promiſed to take me to the play 


this evening. Pray come to me, and be ot 
our party?“ 


Auguſt 5 


9 


te 
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| 
Auguſta aſſented readily to this propoſal, [| 
and Miſs Simpſon, after * left her ad- | | 
| Y arcs, took her leave. | 1 


The lodgings which Mr. Simpſon had ta- 
ken for himſelf and his daugliter, were at the | 


houſe of a diſtant relation of his, a linen- 
draper, in Taviſtock-ſtreet: Ard thither | 
Auguſta repaired early in the evening. She | 
found the tea equipage already ſet out, and 
Mr. Simpſon waiting for her arrival moſt im- | 
er- patiently, with his watch in his hand. He | 

| 


ous told her, „ That in order to enſure good || 
lſe places, it was neceſſary for them to be at the 1 
r- playhouſe ſoon after the doors were open;-' Fff 


chat then they ſhould have their choice.“ 
4 


= He hurried her to a ſeat at the tea table 

IF without introducing her to ſeveral ſtrangers ' 
who were yet ſtanding: This omiſſion how- 
ever was ſoon remedied by Miſs Simpſon, 
and the names of Mr. Mrs. and Miſs Wakes : | 
ley were announced to Auguſta, „„ 1 LICL l 


B3 Mr. 
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Mr. Wakeley was a very little man, of an 
accommodating aſpect; but not ſo his wife: 


Her ſtately air gave Auguſta an idea of her 
being a perſon of conſiderable importance ; 
and indeed this ſuſpicion was confirmed by 
the appearance of the daughter, whoſe dreſs 
was molt. profuſely expenſive. A ſilence of 
ſome moments enſued, which was at length 
broke by Miſs Wakeley, who exclaimed, 
« La! mamma, if we can but get into a fide 
boſs how delightful it * be”: ©.” 


. Do you e my FIG that I will ſit 
any where elſe ?” replied Mrs. Wakeley. I 


rely upon Mr. Simpſon to ſee that we have 


proper places.” 
] think, my love,” cried Mr. Wakeley, 


« that we ſhould have ſent one of the op- 
men to have ae ſeats.” 


do 


4 When Betſy and I go by ourſelves,” « | 
anſwered Mrs. Wakeley, © we are obliged to 


ni 


ſo 
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do ſo; but now we have my couſin with ur, 
it is * another thing.“ 


« The beſpeaking of places, in my opi- 
nion, is quite ſuperſtitions,” ſaid Mr. Simp- 
ſon. © Let us but be there in time, and we 
may have the ſeats we like beſt.” 


This little dialogue diſcovered to Auguſta 
who the perſons that had chiefly maintained 
it were; which had however no other effect 
than exciting her furpriſe at their being ſo ſo- 
Rob enen ey _ | ig 

Tea having been hurried over, and a coach 
called to the door, the four ladies, and Mr. 
Z Simpſon took their ſeats in it: Mr. Wakeley 
having aſſured them, that he ſhould be at the 
play-houſe before they were. 


According to Mrs Simpſon's wiſh, they 
arrived at Drury-Lane theatre, before the 
door which leads to the boxes was open- 
ed; he therefore ordered the box-keeper to 
Ms ſhew 
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.. 3 
ſhew them into a fide box. There was no 
fide box diſengaged. i 


5 0 
LS 
3 


| Miſs Wake'ey murmured] but followed her 


party into a front box. Mr. Simpſon in the © 
mean time had made his way to the Soar | 


ſeats, and was beginning to place the ladies, 1 
when a ragged fellow, who had kept his 


place very compoſedly, told him, that the two 
firſt rows were taken. They proceeded to 


the next boxes, which were all preciſely in E EZ 


the ſame predicament; and then, Mrs. ö 
Wakeley having proteſted that me could not [ 


bear to fit ſo far behind, it was propoſed that | 


they ſhould try the ſecond range of boxes. 


Here however, no better luck awatted them, 
and they were obliged to return to the re- 5 
jected benches in the front box. The move- 
ments of Miſs Simpſon and Auguſta had 
been regulated entirely by the others; for it 


was totally indifferent to them where they ſat, 


ſo that they could hear and ſee the performers. 

Miſs Wakeley was however extremely un- 5 

happy, to have ſuch a dirty wretch, as ſhe | 
termed | 


* 


termed the man who kept the ſeats, ſitting 


before them; and ſhe more than once ex- 


| | preſſed her horrour to Auguſta, leaſt he ſhould 


be ſucceeded by ſome vulgar people, for no 
others, ſhe ſaid, would employ ſuch a crea- 
ture to keep places. 


1 The performance commenced, but ſtill no 
company appeared to claim the front ſeats. 
At length the firſt act was concluded, and 


then a crowd of gentlemen from behind 
ruſhed forward, and the ragged keeper of 
ſeats withdrew. 


« Heyday,” cried Mr. Simpſon, « What 


can be the meaning of this. Pray, Sir, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the gentleman who had 
taken a ſeat before him) was that fellow em 
r to keep a feat for you?“ 


BY... No, Sir,“ replied hs gentleman; * and 
I perceive, by the queſtion, that you are a 
ſtranger to this new fort of impoſition, which 
has been only practiſcd upon the public for 
B 5 ſome 
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ſome few years paſt, You muſt know then 
that thoſe men are employed by the box- 
keeper; who, not ſatisfied with the great 
preſents he receives from thoſe perſons of 
rank, who wiſh-to take the ſide boxes for 
themſelves and their friends, is determined to 
extort from thoſe whoſe ſituation does not. 
admit of their ſending footmen to keep 
places. If on your entrance you had given 


| 7 2 this fellow a ſhilling, he would have accom- 
modated you with any ſeat you had choſen; 


ſo that to ſee a play to advantage, you muſt 
now pay this tax, in addition to the ſtated 
price of admiſſion. As the rules of the thea- 
tre do not allow of places being kept beyond 
the firſt act, you ſaw that we then ſeized upon 
the benches which had been kept pans Feat 


« ] wonder,” ſaid Mr. 3 « that 
the public ſubmit to ſuch an impoſition. I. 
am ſure if I had known it before, I would 
have taken up with any ſeats, rather than haye 
given the fellow a farthing, 25 ] 


« The 
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« The folly of imitating their ſuperiors,” 
anſwered the gentleman, with a ſmile, © per- 
vades almoſt every claſs of life, I am told it 
is uſual for people of rank to give ten gui- 
neas a ſeaſon to the box keepers, beſides load- 
ing them with preſents of game, It would 
therefore be mean for thoſe who aim at any 
thing like gentility, to refuſe doing what is 
practiſed by their betters. John Bull, (added 
he) is the only perſon likely to take up the 
cauſe; and I heartily wiſh the innovation 
may extend to the galleries, as we might 
then hope to ſee the whole redrefſed.” 


The gentleman then Ins offered to 
exchange ſeats with Auguſta. 


he expreſſed herſelf ſatisfied with 5 | 
ſituation, but ſaid that Miſs Wakeley would 
be glad to get lower down. | | 

The Wag then N "a the 
gentleman who ſat on the front ſeat, and to 
her great ſatisfaction they made room for her. 


B 6 Here 
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Here ſhe had an opportunity of 8 
herſelf, without which her dreſs, which ſhe 


thought ſo pretty, would have been thrown 


away. 


Auguſta and Miſs Simpſon, who were 
really attentive obſervers of the repreſenta- 
tion, were, greatly annoyed by the opening 


and ſhutting of the box doors; which every 


one ſeemed to cloſe after them with as much 
noiſe as they could : The former, however, 
had ſoon reaſon to rejoice. in the obſcurity of 
her ſituation, for juſt before the play con- 
cluded, ſhe ſaw Lord Euſton enter one of 
the ſtage boxes. He did not ſtay long; and 
appeared merely to have come with a deſign 
of eſcorting ſome ladies home, who left the 
theatre before the entertainment began. The 
diſtance would not admit of her ſeeing him 


very diſtinctly; tho” ſhe thought he ſeemed 


grave, and out of health. She was afflicted :' | 
to obſerve this; and it added to her delire of | 
not being ri by him. 1288 : 


The 
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The unexpected ſight of Lord Euſton had 
thrown her reflections into ſo different a train, 
that her mind was totally detached from every 
ſurrounding object; and very fortunately her 
companions were too much taken up with 
the humour of a new farce, to attend to the 
extraordinary revolutions her ſpirits had un- 
dergone. Mr. and Miſs Simpſon wiſhed her 
to ſup with them after the play; but ſne de- 
clined their ſolicitations, and the ſame coach 
which ſet them down at their lodgings, con- 
veyed her afterwards into Bond- ſtreet. 
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Euſton's attach fe her, Auguſta 
had other motives, which induced her to wiſh 
that ſhe might remain: concealed from him 
Juſt at preſent. She-could not with propriety. 
receive any viſits from him; and ſhe knev- 
that if he found her in ſuch ſociety, and fo 
unprotected, his generous ſpirit would take 
the alarm, and that his ſolie itudes about her 
0 would be productive of much diſquietude to 
Te them 
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4 them both. She therefore reſolved to avoid 
going abroad with Miſs Simpſon as much as 
ſhe could, without ſubjecting herſelf to the 
1 Smputation of caprice or unkindneſs; and 
he flattered herſelf that the places they were 
1 likely to frequent, would not be viſited by 
Lord Euſton. She had ſcarcely ſettled the- 
matter tiſus with herſelf, before ſhe ſaw Miſs. 
4 Simpſon and Miſs Wakeley enter her apart» 
ment. 4 


1 Fenbeigh,”” 
f cried the latter, for Auguſta had entirely won 
3 a front ſeat at the 
s ſent me on purpoſe 


4 Oh, my dear, dear Miſs 


theatre, cc Mam | 


{ ng to go to the opera, and if you and my 
„ f ouſin will but mention it, that w_ be the 
/ i place. 


e am not well enough,“ replied Auguſta, 


artled at the name of the opera houſe, * to 
= into public this evening ; and as I ſhould 
probably 


w ow 


: o aſk you to con to dinner. I dare ſay we 
ſnall go ſome where in the evening. I am M_ ; 


4 * ** 4 
—— 
* aw" % a 
BY 
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* probably be a check to the reſt of the party, I 
1 I muſt be excuſed the acceptance of Mrs. 


Wakeley's invitation.“ 


« Nay,” ſaid Miſs Simpſon, © do not re- 


fuſe us the pleaſure of your company to din- f 
ner. The party to the opera may take place 
another time. Indeed you muſt come to us 


to-day.” 


4 9 

Miſs Simpſon was ſo well ſeconded by Miſs Þ 
Wakeley, dat Aguſta could not withſtand 
their entreaties ; and therefore promiſed to be 
with them by four o'clock. To avoid the | 
poſlibility of being alike eompelled to go 
to the opera or elſewhere, ſhe however 
reſolved. to go in an undreſs; and that this 
might not give offence to Mrs. Wakeley, the |» 
determined to go on foot. Mrs. Davis was 
her attendant, and indeed her conductor; for 
ſhe knew not one ſtep of the way to Tavi- f 
ſtock - ſtreet, and durſt not have venture 


thither alone. 


A r K. rr 89a 
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4 On her arrival (| e was ſhewn into the ſame 
apartment which ſhe had ſeen the evening 
before; but to her ſurpriſe it was now crowd- 
ed with company. They ſoon adjourned to 
dinner in another room, where a plentiful | 
table awaited them, of which Mrs. Wakeley, 
who ſeemed highly gratified by this diſplay of 
opulence, did the honours, 


Z The frequent hints of Miſs Wakeley, to 
7 form a party for the play, or Collins's bruſh, . - 
were at laſt attended to by the gentlemen; 
but as Auguſta and Miſs Simpſon poſitively 
refuſed to accompany them, the plan was at 
length dropped, and card tables were in- 
troduced. As Auguſta alſo declined partak- 
ing of this amuſement; one of the gentlemen, . 
who was, as ſhe had been informed, captain 
of an Eaſt Indiaman; and Mr. Simpſon's very 
particular friend, - ſeated, himſelf beſide her, 
and began a converſaticn, which, as was na- 
tural on his part, turned to the various coun- 
tries he had ſeen, and the immenſe oceans he 


| had often traverſed. 


| Auguſta, 
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Auguſta, to whom this ſort of character 
was entirely new, and whoſe taſte for know- 
ledge inclined her to lend a willing ear to the 
communications of Captain Darnley, was 
highly pleaſed with his relations, and the avi- 


dity with which he anſwered her queſtions. 


She confeſſed to him that her ſurpriſe was 
unbounded, when ſhe reflected that the pro- 
duce of the moſt diſtant parts of the globe 
were . conveyed acroſs the tractleſs ocean in 
a wooden frame, made ſo manageable by 
the' ingenuity of men, as to enfure a degree 


of ſafety, which baniſhed the apprehenſion of 


danger. Certainly,” added ſhe, © the na- 


— vigation'of the ſea is one of the moſt impor- 


tant diſcoveries that has ever been made; 
and I ſhould- ſuppoſe that a oc muſt be a 
n object. Mk e 


ce Is it pollble, mem cried Captain 
Darnley, * that you ne never ye + on 
pre a _— 


c Indeed 
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« Indeed I know not how it would have 
been poſſible for me to have been in one,” 
Z anſwered Auguſta, with a ſmile, « ſinceT 


© have never yet been upon the water even ina 
boat.“ 


Er 


e Then,” ſaid Captain Darnley, © I hope 
to have the honour of ſhewing you mine, 
which is at preſent on the Thames.” And 
I [without waiting her reply, he gave a general 
invitation to the company, to dine with him 
on board the Ganges, the following day. 


* oh dear,“ exclaimed Miſs Wakeley, 


e that will be charming! And ſhant we have 


Wane and go down the n * 


"=" 
3 
8 
<P 
Me 
ft 
3 
\ 


« If the Fa is very fine,” ſaid Mrs. Wake- 
Hey, « I ſuppoſe we may go down the 
hames, without appearing particular; but 1 


fancy few people 8⁰ on — water at cus ſea- 
ſon of the year.” 


# SF 


cc What 


2 AUGUSTA DENBZEIGH. 


e What ſignifies what other people do, if Þ 
we have a mind to the thing,” anſwered Mr. 
Simpſon. I don't ſee why faſhions ſhould | 
preconcert us, when we are enough among 
ourſelves, to keep each other in coun- 
tenance.“ 


« Mifs Denbeigh,” ſaid Captain Darnley, Z 

& has never yet been upon the water, and 

therefore if the weather will admit of it, I 

think ſhe will be more highly gratified, Ker we | | 
g0 doun the Thames.“ ; 


* — — ———— 
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« Indeed,” * Auguſta, I cannot 
anſwer for myſelf, for I feel a ſort of dread of 3 
the water, which makes me apprehenſive that 
I ſhall prove a troubleſome 3 in a 
boat.“ 4 


“ Oh, as for the matter of that,” ſaid Miſs | 
Wakeley, © you know one is always afraid 
on the water; but then there is no danger in 
the world.” | 


«1f | 


AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. 21 


4 lf Miſs Denbeigh ſuſpects herſelfof be- 
ing a coward,” ſaid Miſs Simpſon, “ let us 
go, as well as return, in carriages; for I am 
ſure where fear is, n muſt be baniſhed.” 


FRY hoge;” replied Captain Darnley, 
* that Miſs Denbeigh will in this inſtance re- 
4 | poſe a confidence in me, and I will engage to 
XZ ſecure her from any ſort of danger.” 


| ER. rc PF, one - 


To expreſs any apprehenſions of danger, 
in a voyage of a few miles, before you,” ſaid 
* Auguſta, with a ſmile, «© muſt appear ridicu- 
t ; lous; and I am aſhamed of having given room 
tor ſuchſuſpicions. That mode of conveyance 
t which is moſt IE to the party, will cer» 
a b _ prove ſo to me.” 


Captain Darnley then took upon him- 
= lf to ſettle every thing, and the company 
gave themſelves up to the anticipation of the 
| | pleaſure which awaited them on the morrow. 

Miſs Wakeley was particularly enchanted 
$ with the idea of it; ſo much ſafindeed, that ſhe 
| | could 


* 
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could not, as ſhe ſaid, pay any attention to 
her cards; and as the ſtake ſhe played was a 


high one, ſhe loſt no inconſiderable ſum. A 


very elegant ſupper was ſerved, to which 
they all ſat down; and as ſongs were propoſed 
afterwards, they did not ſeparate until a very 
late hour. 


Such an entertainment, at ſuch a place, 


had greatly exceeded Auguſta's expectations, 


and ſhe condemned hertelf for having thought 


' ſeverely of Mrs. Wakeley's pretenſions, ſince 


ſhe could afford to live in ſo ſuperior a ſtyle. 
Miſs Wakeley appeared to her a good hu- 
moured girl; and ſhe pitied her for the af- 
fectation which deſtroyed the natural graces 
of her little perſon. 


The morning was calm and cloudleſs, and 


the party were all aſſembled in Taviſtock- 


ſtreet, by twelve o'clock : From whence they 


proceeded to the fide of the Thames, and 


embarked in their pleaſure boat, The good 


ſpirits every body appeared to enjoy, kept up 


6 - thoſe 


* 


' 


AUGUSTA DEN BEIG H. 23 


choſe of Auguſta; who certainly did feel ſome 
alarm from the motion of the barge. Cap- 
tain Darnlcy watched every turn of her coun- 
tenance, and whenever he ſaw her look the 
leaſt apprehenſive, did not fail to remind her 


a very different effect to what he intended. 
The ouſy ſcene tranſacted on the Thames, 
together with the different views it afforded, 
W were highly amuſing to her; and the various 
objects were all pointed out to her by Cap- 
Wain Darnley, as they rowed along. The 
beautiful domes of Greenwich hoſpital at 
Wlength came in fight; and as it was ſo early 
Win the day, he propoſed that they ſhould 
leave the barge, and ſhew Auguſta the build- 
Wings. The nature of the foundation was ex- 
plained to her, and ſhe beheld with infinite 
Helight ſo grand a ſtructure, conſecrated to the 


| brave fellows whoſe youthful ardour had ren- 
Wered them the preſervers of Britain, and 
whole 


that they were in deep water, and therefore 
perſectly ſafe ; which aſſurance however had 


| oble purpoſe of affording an aſylum to thoſe . 


24 AUGUSTA DEN BEIG H. 


whoſe decrepid age now claimed the protec. 
tion it found from a grateful nation. 


As they were quitting the hoſpital, a coach 
drove to the door, from which three gentle- 
men alighted, who had much the appearance 
of being foreigners. They were followed by 
two others, and in one of the laſt Auguſta in- 
ſtantly recognized Lord Euſton. A retreat 
was impoſſible, even if ſne had been collected 
enough to have attempted it, for he alſo ſaw 
her, and loſt not a moment in approaching 
her. The evident joy, and intereſt he took in 
ſeeing her, were viſible to the whole company; 
and when, in addition to the many inquiries 
he had made after her health, he aſked her 
whither ſhe was going, Captain Darnley re- 
plied for her, and entreated him to join their 
party, if he was diſengaged. Forgetful of 
the friends he had attended, and indeed o 
every thing but the pleaſure of meeting Au- 
guſta, he readily accepted the invitation, and 
in a few moments the boat put from the 


ſhore. 


Al 
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As Lord Euſton could not with propriety 
| engroſs the whole of Auguſta's converſation, and 
Ine was beſides too well bred to neglect paying 
9 | the moſt reſpectful attentions to the reſt of the 
party. Every one was charmed with ſuch an 
E acquiſition as he promiſed to be. Miſs 
X Wakeley ſtrove to attract his notice, and Mrs. 
Z Wakeley ſeemed to demand it by her air of 
pre- eminence: As yet however they were 
W ſtrangers to his rank. 
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« Pray, Lord Euſton,” ſaid Auguſta, du- 
ring an interval in the converſation, * were 
not thoſe gentlemen foreigners who came 
with you to Greenwich?“ 


« They are Italians,” replied he; “ and 
nov you remind me of them, I know not what 
bo they will think of me for having quitted them 
8 in ſo unceremonious a way. However, (con- 
tinued he) Sir William Danby muſt take care 
of them; and when I relate my inducement, 
they will forgive my departure.“ 
vo L. III. C 


The 
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The title of Lord Euſton, which Auguſta | 1 
had now firſt given him, made a wonderful 
alte ration in the countenances of moſt of the 
company, and ſuſpended for ſome time the ay 
rirth to which they had been diſpoſed. His 
higi: poliſhed manners were, however blended RF 
with ſo much complaiſant good humour, that 
each individual gradually feit themſelves re- 
ſtored to their eaſe, and now loaded him with g 
ſuch an exuberance of civilities as became ex- 
ceſſively troubleſome: The more ſo, as they 
detached him wholly from Auguſta, She, in 
the mean time, reflected, with much concern, 
that in a place where ſhe had ſo little ſuſpect- 
ed it, ſhe ſhould have encountered Lord 
Euſton. She had obſerved that he viewed 
her companions with an eye of ſcrutiny, and | 
_ plainly perceived that he waited impatiently | 
for an opportunity of queſtioning her about | 
her ſituation. To conceal it from him was 
totally impracticable ; and all thatſhe could re- 

- ſolve was, to prohibit his viſits, and to avoid 
the poſſibility of ſeeing him again. She was 
rouſed from this reverie by Captain Darnley, 
. who 
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7 o pointed out to her the Ganges, India- 
man, which lay near Graveſend, and they 


1 

a | were ſoon alongſide oy her. 
Y | 
= 
. 


As the ſight of a ſhip was no new object to 


. | any one but Auguſta, they had little curioſity 


t co go about it, and ſhe was therefore ſoon left, 


E with Captain Darnley and Lord Euſton ; the 


the former of whom conducted her to e- 


part, and explained the different uſes of them. 


She ſaw that Lord Euſton followed them 
with the hope of finding an interval to ſay 


W ſomething to her; his deſigns were however 
EZ ſoon defeated, for dinner was announced, and 


Captain Darnley led Auguſta into the cabin. 


The entertainment was quite ſuperb ; and 
the polite cheerfulneſs of the Captain ſoon in- 


ſpired his gueſts with an unuſual ſhare of hi- 


larity. Miſs Wakeley proteſted ſhe was quite 


Jenchanted already with living on board a 


ſhip, and aſked him if he would take her to 
India: And Auguſta remarked, that when 
Op G42 ſhe 
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ſhe grew tired of the habitable world hel 
ſhould chuſe to adopt ſuch a partial ſecluſion ® : 
| from i it as this. 3 7n 


The evening was uncommonly mild, and 
the pale beams of the moon trembled on the 11 
ſurface of the water. Their departure was 
ſpoken of with regret by every one; but car- 
riages were waiting for them on the ſhore, and 
it was time to think of returning to London. 1 
Mrs. Wakeley however inſiſted that they 1 
ſhould not part when they arrived there, and MW 1 
invited the whole company to a ſupper at her « 
houſe. 


3 1 be 5 Wo COIL 
..... — < Es 
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Lord Euſton was diſtinguiſhed by a moſt 8 1 
particular invitation, which he accepted, be- n 
cauſe he could not deny himſelf the pleaſure ] 
of being near Auguſta, and becauſe it offered 
him the means of finding out where ſhe lived, 
which he had yer had no p of 
inquiring. 1 


They 


= 
e * 9 
n 
1 loft it, and a man demanded very impatiently 
2 whether Mr. Wakeley was ſtill aboard. 
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They all aſcended the deck, in order to 
leave the ſhip, when a boat rowed along ſide 


cc Good God,” exclaimed Mrs. Wakeley, 


1 cc jt is one of the ſnopmen! What can have 
| Y Happened 3 * 


© Mr. Wakeley ſtood pale and n 
with affright ; Lord Euſton looked all amaze- 
ment; and the reſt of the party betrayed an 
evident intereſt in the anticipated diſaſter. 


The * ſoon reached the deck on which 


t they ſtood, and without any preparation, told 
e- Mr. Wakeley that he had an execution in his 
re houſe, and that the bailiffs were lying in wait 
ed for him. He added, that he had immediate- 
d, ly taken a boat, to give him the information in 
of | 


time, to prevent his falling into their 
bands, . 


C3 The 


agony of tears; Mrs. Wakeley reproached her 3 


alone reduced them to this Rate. 
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The conſternation that enſued is not to be 3 
defcr. bed. Miſs Wakeley burſt into an 


hutband for having been the ruin of her for- 
tune; and the poor man ſtood dumb with I 
grief and ſhame, till rouſed by the violent 5 
and bitter invectives of his wife, he told her 1 
chat her own pride, folly, and diſſipation had | 


The altercation now kept up with equal '4 
warmth on both ſides, would probably have | 
continued for ſome time, had not —_— . 
whoſe feeling boſom was deeply affected bY 
this diſtreſſing ſcene, interrupted it, by aſking Þ 1 
Mr. Simpſon, in the ſweet and ſoothing voice N 
of pity, if nothing could be done to extricate 
Mr. Wakeley from his embarraſſments. 


« J don't know whether there can or not,“ 1 J 
replied Mr. Simpſon, “ till I hear what be 
owes, However I think he had beſt remain 


hoes whilſt I 80 to town and inquire into the 
affair. 
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IT affair. If I can bring about his liberation I 
oF will.” 


And what is to become of me and my 
5 poor girl?“ cried Mrs. Wakeley, almoſt 
choaked by her tears. We have now no 
1 houſe no home no ſhelter !” 


Pray, madam,” ſaid Auguſta, © try to 
= compoſe yourſelf. The friendſhip of Mr. 
4 | Simpſon will, I dare fay, foon reſtore you to 
your home; and for the preſent, I beg that 
you, Miſs Wakeley, and Miſs Simpſon, will 
go with me to. Mrs. Mills's, where I know 
you can be accommodated comfortably.” 


= The reſt of the company ſeemed now to 
have caught from Auguſta's generous exer- 
tions that ſort of compaſſion which leads to 
X uſefulneſs; and they therefore ſet themſelves 
about thinking what could be done for this 
= unhappy family. 


„%% -. -—_—_ 
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It was at length decided that Mr. Wakeley | J 
ſhould remain concealed at Graveſend, and 
that Mrs. Wakeley, her daughter, and Mr. * ; 


Simpſon ſhould return to Taviſtock-ſtreet. 


By this arrangement Miſs Simpfon ol 

was to be Auguſta's gueſt; at which Miſs 
Wakeley murmured much, declaring we 
could not bear to enter a houſe in which chere 
were ſuch a ſet of Ruffians : But ſhe was | 
ſilenced by her mother, who was actermined|þ 
not to go without her. | q 


. 
8 


4 ; 


nn Miſs Simpſon, Lord Euſton, and} 1 
Captain Darnley proceeded to London in one 0 Y 
coach; Mrs. and Miſs Wakeley, Mr. Simp- 3 


tpn, and two more gentlemen in another. 4 


| 1 

It was ſo late an hour when they arrived i inf i 
town, that Lord Euſton and Captain Darnley 
took their leaves of the ladies as ſoon as they 
had ſeen them ſafe into Bond- ſtreets And 
thus the ys which had begun with ſuch flat-I 
tering 


9 
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tering proſpects of pleaſure, eventually termi- 
I nated in the bittereſt anguiſh to ſome of the 
party, and in diſappointment and chagrin to 
the others: A fad, but true epitome of the 
viciſitudes of human life! 


| 
: 
oy | 


l 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


ARLY the next morning Miſs Simpſon 

declared her intention of going to Tavi- 
ſtock-ſtreet, both to inquire after Mrs. and 
Miſs Wakeley, and to make herſelf ac- 
quainted with the extent of their mis- 
fortune, 


Auguſta thought herſelf too much of a 
| ſtranger to obtrude upon them unſolicited, 
and therefore contented herſelf with ſending 
a meſſage which indicated her deſire to ſerve 
4.0 | them, 
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them, as well as her good wiſhes. She had 
not parted with her friends above an hour, 
before Lord Euſton ſent up his name, and 
was immediately admitted, 


ce It is given me at laſt,” ſaid he, © to tell 
my dear Miſs Denbeigh how tranſcendently 
happy I was made yeſterday, by meeting with 
her ſo unexpectedly, after every inquiry. I 
could make to diſcover where ſhe was had 
proved totally fruitleſs.” 


“ You were very good,” replied Auguſta, 
* to take ſo much trouble ; and you have no 
doubt learnt, that Lady Merton is gone 


to Nice, to her ſon, who has been very 
ill.“ Es | 


« Yes,” ſaid Lord Euſton, “ that every 
one could tell me; but no body could inform 


me of what I was much more. ſolicitous to 
hear.” 


C6 The 


0 | 
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The energy with which Lord Euſton 
ſpoke ſomewhat diſconcerted Auguſta, and ſhe 
remained filent: He therefore added, © ] 
fear you are unwell. Your fatigue yeſterday, 
together with the agitation you ſuffered for 
the diſtreſs of your friends, was too much for 
your gentle ſpirits: But I have the pleaſure 
of telling you, that I have ſcen them this 
morning, and that Mr. Wakeley's affairs are | 

| likely to be ſettled, and himſelf replaced in 
his buſineſs.” 


et J am fincerely glad to hear it,” anſwered 
Auguſta, ec for though I know but little af 
them, it was impoſſible not to feel intereſted 
at the fad reverſe of fortune with which they 
ſeemed threatened. I have been twice at their 
houſe with Miſs Simpſon, to whom they are 
related, and they ſeemed to-abound with every 
elegance which affluence can boaſt. 


* 


That,“ replied Lord Euſton, © 1 find 
from Mr. Simpſon, has been their bane ; 
and he Mtrioutes their misfortune to the folly 
and 
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1 Land extravagance of Mrs. Wakeley. But is | 
it poſſible that you have no farther connexion 

W with thoſe people ? for I really imagined, 
W from the authoritative tone and behaviour of 
Mrs. Wakeley, that ſhe was either a relation, 
W or ſo intimate a friend, that you were in a 
1 great meaſure under her guidance.“ 


our penetration has for once deceived 
you,“ anſwered Auguſta, with a ſmile : © but 
for Miſs Simpſon, I ſhould yet have been a. 
ſtranger to Mrs. Wakeley; and it is proba- 
| ble my acquaintance with her would have 
continued no longer than whilſt ſhe remained 
a lodger in her houſe.” 


Ca Eufton appeared buried in thought 
for ſome moments, and then feemed ſtrug- 
gling for reſolution, to ſpeak ; at length he 
thus addreſſed her. When laſt I parted 
from Miſs Denbeigh, I promiſed to baniſh 
myſelf from her preſence, until I could con- 
quer that unhappy and unfortunate paſſion 
which was ſo diſpleaſing to her. I cannot fay 


bes 


3 AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. 
that thoſe ſentiments are entirely eradicated, 
for my eſteem and admiration of her are in- 
terwoven with my exiſtence : But I return with 

reſolution to offend no more, and with'an af. 
fection ſo corrected as a friend and brother 
may profeſs. It is her friendſhip therefor: 
that I now aſpire to: It is her acceptance oi 
mine which I now alone preſume to ſolicit. WW 
Tf ſhe thinks me. unworthy of this, there is 17 
but one more ſacrifice which I can make, and 1 
perpetual baniſhment ſhall be my lot.“ 1 0 


Auguſta was much affected by the ſolemn | 
manner in which Lord Euſton ſpoke. . 'F 


„Oh!“ cried ſhe, © can you doubt that 
1 ſhall not value as 1 ought, ſuch a noble and 
diſintereſted friendſhip as you offer me? Yes 
(extending her hand to him) you ſhall be thei 
"repreſentative of my firſt and moſt revered} 
friend; who, if he can look down from that! 
heaven which he inhabits, will glory in the 
vir tue of his nephew, and rejoice that in his 
| OWN 
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own family his poor Auguſta has found a 
W ſincere adviſer.” 


cc Well then,” ſaid he, kiſſing her hand, 


F and forcing himſelf to ſpeak gaily, „I will 
WT convince you how proud I am of my office, 
by the avidity with which I enter upon it; 


you muſt therefore allow me, as your adopt- 


ed brother, to introduce you to * liſter,. 
Lady Mortimer.” N 


« Tt is an honour which would have grati- 
fied me highly,” replied Auguſta, * whilſt I 


was with Lady Merton, and which I ſhall ſo. 
WF licit you to confer upon me, when I am un- 


der her protection again; but in ſuch a retired | 
plan of life, as J have laid down for myſelf, 
and in ſuch an obſcure ſituation, I cannot, with 


propriety, receive a viſit from TA of 


timer.“ 


FThe reaſons you urge againſt it, are thoſe 

of all others,” replied Lord Euſton, which 
convince me of the neceſſity there is to give 
Is 
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you ſuch a friend as my, ſiſter. The obſcu. 
rity of your ſituation, and your intercourſe WM 
with people ſo diſſimilar to yourſelf in taſte, 
manners, and education, is too painful to me 
to obſerve. The adopted daughter of Mr. 
Euſton has a claim upon his family, to reſtore 
her to that circle in which he has ſo eminent- 
ly qualified her to ſhine.” 


« Alas!” anſwered Avguſta, © the fer- 
vour of your friendſhip miſleads your judg- 
ment. The bounty of Mr. Euſton affords no 
pretext for further claims upon his family.: 
My brilliant proſpects faded when he fell, and 
my views now ſhould be moderated to the 
humble ſphere to which I am reduced,” 


« Gracious heaven!“ exclaimed Lord 
Euſton, “can I bear to hear this? But 
ſuddenly recollecting himſelf, he added with a 
fmile, I had hoped that our newly cemented 
friendſhip would have given my opinion more 
weight with you; and although you may re- 


proach me with tyrannizing over your incli- 
5 1 
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2 nations, I ſhall ſtill have courage to perſevere 
We where-I know I am r ht.” 


5 Unkkilled as I am in the world,” walled 
W Auguſta, I diſtruſt the fallability of my own 
W judgment: All that I can do is to act from 
feeling and principle, and I find that theſe are 
W continually oppoſed by cuſtom. I will there- 
fore no longer contend with you; and by 
giving up my own opinion, I ſhall ſurely con- 
vince you that I think more highly of 
= yours,” 


Lord Euſton bowed. «© Shall I then at- 
tend Lady Mortimer hither this evening?” 
aſked he. 


« If you pleaſe,” anſwered Auguſta. 


He expreſſed himſelf much delighted with 


this compliance ; and after ſome little time 
taok his leave, 


When 


ſhe, as ſhe entered her room, © what a noble 


and Lord Merton are both eſtimable young . 


FJ | 
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When Miſs Simpfon returned from Tavi- 
ſtock-ſtreet, ſhe ran up to Auguſta's apart- i 
ment; who, that ſhe might not appear inſen- Wi 
fible to the honour Lady Mortimer was to * 
confer upon her, was dreſſing to receive . 
her. 1 


« O my dear Miſs Denbeigh,” exclaimed WM 


creature is your friend, Lord Euſton. I do 
not wonder now that Lord Merton's partia- 794 
liry met with ſo little encouragement. - It is 
evident that Lord Euſton is your admirer 
and it is impoſſible for you to be inſenſible to 
ſuch exalted worth as his.“ by 


ee Indeed,” replied Auguſta, © your word: 1 
are quite unintelligible to me. Lord Euſton 


men; but I cannot conceive what the forme: 


can have done, to intitle him to ſuch enco-. 


miums from you, to whom, in fact, he is aff 
ranger,” | | 


4 I wil 
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I will briefly tell you,” faid Miſs Simp- | 
bon. „He was with my father in Taviſtock= _ 

ME ftreet thi- morning as early as ſeven o'clock. 

Ne ordered the ſervant to conduct him into 


3 him, added that he came to make a tender of 
his ſervices to Mr. Wakeley. In ſhort he 
produced notes to the value of two thouſand 


le} ne which he ſaid he hoped would ſatis- 
40 » Wy his creditors, and that he would wait the 
a: repayment until better fortune crowned his 
: 1 


j J induſtry, My father, aſtoniſhed at ſuch an 
kj F ct of diſintereſted generolity, attributes the 
whole of it to your influence, which is I think 


Wvery natural,” 


rd; 
ton 
2 
ner { 
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« Amiable Lord Euſton!” cried Auguſta, 
how much does this benevolence exalt you 
in my eyes! Ah, Miſs Simpſon ! (continued 
ſhe) do not rob him of a particle of his merit, 
3 attributing this bounty to any other cauſe 
than the goodneſs of his own heart. I nei- 
ei knew of, nor ſolicited it.“ 


I did 


AUGUSTA DENBEIGH: 


44 
e did not mean to infer either,” replied 
Miſs Simpſon. © I only took it for granted 
that a ſuppoſed connexion between you and 
the Wakeleys, which aroſe, no doubt, from 
the compaſſionate fhare you took in their 
diſtreſs, had procured them this moſt fortu- 
nate aſſiſtance from his lordſhip.” _ 


ee Tamglad to underſtand from your mode 
of expreſſion,” ſaid Auguſta, © that his aſſiſt · 
| ance is likely to produce the purpoſes for 
which it was alone intended. I therefore hope 
that every thing is ſettled, and that the affair 
has not got abroad to the detriment of Mr. 
Wakeley in his buſineſs. 


« No,” anſwered Miſs Simpſon, © he 

is now likely to do well again, if this morti- 

. fication can, as I flatter my ſelf it will, give a 
check to Was te Saas of Mrs. Wakeley. 
I ſhall ſurpriſe you,” continued ſhe, “ b 
telling you that Miſs en is alſo Apoſe d 
of in an advantageous way.” 


Auguſta, « but Pray tell me how.“ 


"EY believe,” replied Miſs Simpſon, ce that 
her mother's chief concern aroſe from the 
injury which ſhe conceived this would do to 


her eſtabliſhment ; of which, from the educa- 


tion ſhe has given her, ſhe had formed very 


high expectations; and therefore availing her- 


ſelf of the general compaſſion which has been 
excited, ſhe has prevailed upon Captain 
Darnley to take her out with him to India, 
where ſne makes ſure of her marrying ſome 
rich nabob.“ 


« And is Miſs Wakeley willing to adopt 


ſuch a plan, for the advancement of her for- 


tune ?” aſked Auguſta, 


« Oh, yes,” ſaid Miſs Simpſon, © ſhe is 
half wild at the deſign, and is already employ- 
ed in preparing for her departure, which 
will take place in a few weeks. But, come, 
you 


* 
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«© J am much pleaſed to hear it,” ſaid 


” 
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you are dreſſed, and my father 1 is walting for 
us in the dining room.“ 


Mr. Simpſon was as 9 in his com. 
mendations of Lord Euſton as his daughter 
had been. 


« But for him,” aid he, © I * not chink 
I ſhould have been able to temporize with 
the creditors as I have done. Though I will 


own I thought his offers ſo extraordinary for 4 
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a ſtranger, that I diſiſted to refuſe them for a 9 


long time. However, I hope my couſin will 
repay him as ſoon as he can. And now Mrs, 
Wakeley inſiſts upon my daughter's return to 
her houſe directly; for ſhe ſays our leaving 
them may create premiſes; and beſides 
ſhe wants her to aſliſt in providing the 
finery for Betſy, who is going to ** to 
try to get a huſband.” 


When Auguſta found that Miſs Simp- 
ſon's return was a matter decided upon, 
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me could make no objections. They there. 
4 fore departed, after having loaded her with 


Wacknowledgments for the kindneſſes ſhe had 
ſnewn them. 


p- \ 
JN, } 
ſhe ; 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


' UGUSTA ſat waiting the arrival of 

Lady Mortimer, with cremblin | 

anxiety. Her emotion increaſed at the noi 

of each carriage which approached the houk; 
and when at laſt ſhe heard one actually ſtop? 

the door, her agitation almoſt overcame hel 

Lord Euſton led in his ſiſter. «© Here, 


cried he, © is the charming ward of nm © 
uncle.” t 
Lady Mortimer threw her arms round Au t. 


- guſta, and kiſſed her check with the cordiall 
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of maternal affection. She is juſt as you 
deſcribed, 2 {aid her Ladyſhip, turning to 
Lord Euſton, © and I already feel that 1 8 
love her, as you wiſh me to do.” | 


Encouraged by ſuch flattering ſentiments, 
W Auguſta, as ſhe conducted Lady Mortimer 
W to a ſeat, faid, in a ſweet but faltering voice, 
Ho, madam, can I thank you as I ought 
W for this nn 


ce Indeed, my dent Miſs Denbeigh,” " 1 
plied Lady Mortimer, © your thanks are re- 
proaches to me. They place my omiſſions 
fully in view, and remind me of the happi- 
| neſs I —_ loſt, in not claiming this F 
long ago. 


lade, cried Lord übe meth 1 
am already jealous of your triendibip ; for in 
the mutual ſatisfaction you experience in 


knowing each other, you have OR me 
to abſolute oblivion,” 


EVOL. II D "0; 
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« Oh,, no,” replied Auguſta, that is Wi 
impoſlible ! The recollection of all your 
kindneſs, eſpecially this valuable proof of it, 
affects my heart ſoo deeply, that I find my ſelf 1 
as poor in words as I am in every thing 9 
cite,” 1 


„I am pained, Miſs Denbeigh,” ſia 
Lady Mortimer, © to obſerve the gratitude YN 
which thus oppreſſes your gentle ſpirit. I re- 
verence the character of my uncle, although z 
it was not permitted me to ſee him; and 1 
ſhall be proud of ſhewing that attention to the Wi 

object of his care, which the implacable re- 

ſentment of my father debarred me from pay- 

ing to him. A failure in my duty to ſo near 

a relation, and eſtimable a man, though invo- 

luntary on my part, has embittered many of 

my moments of reflection. Do not therefore 

conſider the friendſhip I offer you as a favour 

impoſed upon yourlelf, but be aſſured that you 

will oblige me by your acceptance of it, as it 

will afford me the means of making an ex- 

ER - piation 
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piation to him whoſe delight and darling you 
deſervedly were.“ 


The tears which fell from Auguſta's eyes, 
for ſome moments impeded her utterance, 
at length ſhe ſaid, * This tribute to the me- 
mory gr” the beſt of men, is more ſoothing to 
my heart than even your Ladyſhip's kind- 
neſs to myſelf Alas! he deſerved from his 
own family, and from the whole world, all 
that reſpe& which is due to exalted virtue : | 
And although deeply injured by Lord Sea- 
ton, his own pure mind was free from the 
conſciouſneſs of offence to him. Lord 
Euſton has called me Mr. Euſton's ward, but” 
| I cannot ſuffer ſuch a miſtaken idea to re- 
main in your mind. I had no affectionate 
friend to conſign me to his care. He reſcued 
me from poverty—he protected my helpleſs 


2 infancy—and he allowed the child of his boun- 
_— , to call him father! But never I am ſure, 
* did he indulge himſclf with the hope, that 
ſd his loſs would be ſucceeded by the protecting 
ion friendſhip of any part of his family; and his 


bleſſed ſhade would look- down indiguadtiy 
1 upon 
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upon me, if I could be guilty ofthe preſump. 
tion of receiving it as my due,” 


Lady Mortimer was exceſſively moved. 


She called Auguſta ſweet and ingenuuus 


girl, and again ſtrained her to her boſom. 


ce An uncommon ſentiment of affection,“ 


faid ſhe, © attaches me to you. It will be 
my pride, as it is my ambition, to ſupply toll 


you the dear friend and parent you loſt in 
Mr. Euſton. Do you think you can love 
me, as you did him; and will you prove it 


to me by coming tolive with me ?” 


r 7 
3 


The ſurpriſe this unexpected propoſal gave 
to Auguſta was painted in her expreſſive 
countenance. However ſhe did not leave 


Lady Mortimer long in doubt of her accept- | 


ance of it, for, throwing herſelf on her knees 


before her, and looking with the moſt tender 


earneſtneſs in her face, ſhe cried, *© Oh, ma- 


dam, do I underſtand you right? Am I judg- 
cd worthy the happineſs of being beloved by 
173 you! 
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+ | you? and ſhall I indeed be permitted to de- 


vote that life to you, which you once more 


render of value to me, by extending thus your 
1 ——_—_ protection | 2 


Lord Euſton had OR DF the efforts 
of Lady Morcimer, and re- ſeated Auguſta in 


her chair, 


This,“ ſaid he, © is the moſt delightful 
moment of my life, ſince it preſents to me the 


two deareſt objects I have on earth, thus 


| : forming a friendſhip which will be productive 


; of the higheſt ſource of happineſs to each.“ 


« To me,” replied Lady Mortimer, © it 


holds out the flattering proſpect you prognoſ- 
ticate, The mind and manners of Miſs 


Denbeigh have an equal influence on my 
heart and underſtanding; and I cannot tell 
you how much I feel myſelf obliged to you 


for having given me the pleaſure 'of knowing 


her.” | . 


, 4 
323 ww 
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Lord Euſton now aſked Auguſta if ſhe "1 
would not give them fome tea; which ſhe 1 
immediately rung for: And a long conver- 
fation afterwards enſued, which ſerved to 
confirm the favourable impreſſion which the 
two ladies had received of each other. 1 


Lady Mortimer and Lord Euſton depart- 
ed ata late hour, and not before it had been 5 
ſettled that Auguſta ſhould remove into Port- 7 
land-Place the next day but one. 5 


If Lady Mortimer was charmed with 5 


Auguſta, ſhe was no leſs ſo with her Lady- Y 


ſhip ; who, at the age of thirty-eight ſtill re- 5 | 


mained extremely beautiful: There was a 7 
ſoft melancholy in her countenance, which Wi 
rendered it ſtill more intereſting; and the : 
mild dignity of her manner, which was alike 
unmixed with either pride or affectation, bore 2 
a ſtrong reſemblance to that of Mr. Euſton, 
Auguſta almoſt ſuffered the temporary illuſion 
of believing that he really ſpoke to her, fo 
much alike was the tone of their voices, - and 
ꝓꝑ— lo 


— 
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60 ſimilar was the effect which her affection- 


WT ate expreſſions had produced on her heart. 


x | She contemplated the happy proſpect which 


Lady Mortimer's friendſhip opened to her 


vie,: It was decorated with all the charms 


with which a brilliant and youthful fancy 


could embelliſh it. One object alone ſcem- 


ed to caſt a gloom over her vivid picture; and 


this was no other than Lord Seaton ; but ſhe 


comforted herſelf with the hope that the in- 


i dulgence of Lady Mortimer, would allow 


her to avoid his preferice, and amidft theſe 


gay ideas of felicity — herſelf to 
5 | llcep. | 


The morning was employed in writing to 
Lady Merton of her good fortune, and ar- 
ranging every thing for her departure on the 
morrow, which the kind-hearted Mrs. Mills 
heard of, with a mixture of pain and pleaſure; 


or the could not but rejoice at the good for- 


tune which awaited her friend, though ſhe 
bitterly felt the loſs ſhe was herſelf about ta 
| D 4 | ſuſtain, 
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ſuſtain. In the evening Auguſta ordered a 
coach, and was conveyed. to Taviſtock-ſtreet, 
for as ſhe had not ſeen Miſs Simpſon in the 
courſe of the day, ſhe was determined to ap- 
priſe her of the change of her reſidence. She 
found the family party aſſembled at tea, Mrs. 
Wakeley received her without any embarraſſ— 
ment, or the leaſt change of behaviour; Mr. N 
Wakeley was, however, in evident confuſion, 
and Miſs Wakeley, in a ſort of wild joy, ran 
towards her, and, throwing her arms round 
her neck, kiſſed her. | | 


« This family, madam,” faid Mr. Simp- 
ſon, „ muſt regard you as their benefactreſs; 
ſince the re-adjournment of their affairs is 
certainly owing to you.” 


Mrs. Wakeley looked diſpleaſed at being 
reminded of her mortification ; Mr. Wake 
ley bowed and was ſilent; but Miſs Wakeley 
_ exclaimed, * Oh yes! and I will be ſure to 

return the obligation when I get to India, for 
J will 


w # » 


: 
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I will ſend Miss Denbeigh one of the fivereſ 
gold muſlins chat e can be got.“ 


| Auguſta, willing to turn the converſation, 
which was as unpleaſant to herſelf as it ap- 
peared to be to others, aſked Miſs Wakeley 
how long it would be before ſhe left 
England.“ 


e hope,” ſaid ſhe, * in three weeks; 
if 1 can have my cloaths made in that time 
I ſhall be the happieſt of human beings. 
Dear Miſs Denbeigh don't you envy me? 
Surely India muſt be the moſt charming 
place in the world, becauſe you know gold, 
diamonds, and the moſt beautiful things are 
all fo plentiful there.” 
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« It is well,” replied Mr, Simpſon, if 
your good ſpirits do not vet before one 
half of the voyage is over.“ 


ee Indeed,” anſwered ſhe, © you are miſ- 
taken, Sir; I ſhall be ſure to bring my good 


D 
* 5 ſpirits 


gu — . 
\ 
# l 
7 
73 


Ira © 


$$ AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. AF 
ſpirits back again with me, becauſe I ſhall 1 
then poſſeſs the only things which can give 
them, 275 are fine cloaths and a vaſt deal Bl 
of money.” = 

| 7 


Auguſta and Miſs Simpſon ſmiled at her 1 
ſimplicity, and as ſoon as there was a ceſſation 
in the converſation, the former acquainted 4 
the latter that ſhe was going upon a viſit to 1 
Lady Mortimer, and ſhould not perhaps have 
it in her power to ſee her again for ſome 
days. 


Miſs Simpſon ſaid ſhe ſhould have lament- | 
ed this circumſtance, but that her father had 1 | 
zuſt announed his intention of leaving town : 
the next day but one. p 


They both expreſſed their mutual wiſhe 
that they might meet in the courſe of ti: 
ſummer, and wich many expreſſions of kind- 
nels took leave of cach other. | 


Mr » 
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Mr. Simpſon gave Auguſta a very cordial 
invitation to his houſe; Mrs. Wakeley aſ- 
ſured her ſhe ſhould be happy to ſee her at 
1 all times ; and Miſs Wakeley repeated that . 
me ſhould not forget the Sold muſlin, 
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CHAP.  XXXVL 


* 


ADT MORTIMER's coach was at 
Mrs. Mills's door, the next morning 
about twelve o'clock, in which Auguſta was 
ſoon conveyed to Lord Mortimer's houſe in 
Portland-Place. Lady Mortimer's reception 
of her was flattering and kind to the greateſt 
degree. She begged of her to conſider her- 
ſelf entirely at home, and free from any of 
thoſe reſtraints upon her time, which would 
make it paſs unpleaſantly; and leading her 
to a moſt clegant dreſſing-room, added, that 
5 
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in that apartment ſne would not be ſubjected 
to any interruptions, except when ſhe choſe 
to receive viſitors. The houſe was a moſt 
noble one, and furniſhed with all the magni- 
ficence which modern taſte could invent. In- 
daeed there was ſuch an air of grandeur 
4 through the whole, that Auguſta, unaccuſtom 
ed as ſhe was to ſo much ſplendour, would 
perhaps have felt it irkfome had not the en- 
gaging and eaſy manners of Lady Mortimer, 
removed the ceremony, which every thing 
around her ſeemed to impoſe. 

Lady Mortimer had foon a crowd of vi- 
ſitors, to all of whom ſhe preſented Auguſta 
with the moſt diſtinguiſhing marks ot reſpect, 


Lord Mortimer returned home juſt before 
they were about to retire to dreſs. He view- 
ed Auguſta with viſible pleaſure and ſurpriſe, 
and after the cuſtomary compliments were 
$ over, he ſaid with a ſmile, © Surely, my 
dear Lady Mortimer, this muft be a relation. 
She is the exact image of your former ſelf; 
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and her manner reminds me equally of Lord 
Seaton.“ | 

There was ſomething in this ſpeech which 
made Auguſta bluſh exceſſively. Lady Mor- 
timer perceived it, and gueſſing the cauſe, i 
replied, * Indeed, my Lord, you compli- 
ment me too highly; I was never half ſo 
handſome; but I think your other compariſon 
more juſt; and it is natural that Miſs Den- 
beigh ſhould have caught the graceful man- 
ners of her guardian, who wasalways calledan 
elegant man, and faid to reſemble my father,” 


Wy By the way,” ſaid Lord Mortimer, 
Lord Seaton dines with us to-day.” 


ce Does he?” cried Lady Mortimer. 
ce Then, my dear Miſs Denbeigh, you ſhall 
put on your beſt cap, for I am greatly anxious 
that your charms ſhould conquer all his pre- 
judices. Come, let us dreſs directly.“ 


The news of Lord Seatha's viſit was like 
a thunder ſtroke to Auguſta, To meet the 


Nan 


AUGUSTA DENBEIGH, 63 


man who had treated her benefactor with un- 
merited and unnatural cruelty, and whoſe in- 
Juſtice had compelled him to renounce the 
world, was to her the moſt dreadful circum- 
ſtance which could befall her, and gladly - 
would ſhe at that moment have relinquiſhed 
the flattering proſpects which Lady Morti- 
mer's friendſhip. offered her, to avoid the 
ſight of a perſon whom ſhe always thought of 
with horror and diſguſt. Vet no, alternative 
offered itſelf; for to object to aſſociate with 
the father of Lady Mortimer, and in her own 
houſe, where ſhe had juſt been received with 
ſo much kindneſs, was not to be thought of: 
She therefore prepared for the dinner party 
with a heavy heart, and without any of that 
ſolicitude for drefs which Lady Mortimer had 
preſcribed; who ſoon after tapped at her 
door, and they proceeded to the drawing- 
room together, | | 


er, 


Reſentment was a paſſion Auguſta had | 
never felt, except when ſhe thought of Lord 
Scaton. It ſerved only to animate her fea- 


WW: - tures, 


0 
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tures, and give to her perſon that air of con- 
ſcious dignity which inſulted virtue often wears; 
ſo that when ſhe entered the room, ſhe was 
perhaps one of the moſt intereſting figures 
that was ever ſeen. Lady Mortimer led her 
towards Lord Seaton, who, haughty as he was, 
could not help doing homage to ſuch beauty: 
She next introduced her other gueſts, who 
were ſtrangers, and then gave her hand to 
Lord Euſton, who ſeated. her in a chair next 
himſelf, The inquiries of Lord Euiton pre- 
vented Auguſta's obſerving the general at- 
tention ſhe had excited, or the ſilence which 
her entrance occaſioned. Lord Seaton was 
perhaps the perſon of all others in the party, 
whoſe curioſity was the greateſt to learn who 
Auguſta was; but the rigid obſervance of 
politeneſs, which he preſcribed to himſelf and 
others, would not permit him to inquire of 
Lady Mortimer, even in a whiſper. 


At length dinner was announced. Lord | 
Mortimer led Auguſtaand then Lord Seaton, 
| | # de- 
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detaining Lady Mortimer laſt, aſked her, 
Who that charming young lady was. 


« A Miſs Denbeigh,” replied Lady Mor- 
W timer, © and her beauty is her leaſt per- 
fection.“ 


. te Denbeigh | Denbeigh !” repeated Lord 
W Scaton, as they proceeded to the dining- par- 
jour. “ Pray, of what family is ſhe 8? 


Here however they had reached the door, 
and her Ladyſhip had only time to fay, © She 
is an orphan, and of a private family in 
Wales.” 


A vacant chair had been left next to Au- 
guſta, which ſhe ſaw the Earl take poſſeſſion 
of with much chagrin. His civilities however 
for ſome time were not very perſecuting. In 
tact the words uttered by Lady Mortimer, ſpe 
is an orphan of a private family, had almoſt de- 
tached his thoughts from her: But as there is 
in real beauty a ſomething which forces itſelf 

on 
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on the heart, and commands where every 


thing elſe would fail, reſpect from the moſt 
haughty, ſo by degrees the noble peer again 


ſubmitted to its influence. Addreſſing WM 
himſelf to her, he ſaid, Pray, madam, are MW 
you related to the Denbeighs of Beacaa 
7Caltle ?” 


No, Sir,” replied ſhe, 


y-—_ —> kat — 


% Nor to Lady Baſinſtroke, who was 2 


Miſs Denbeigh ?” 


e have not chat honour, my Lord.“ 


« J have ſomewhere. elſe,” reſumed hel 
te met with the name of Denbeigh, though I 
cannot juſt now recollect where: But indeed 


I have not been in Wales ſince I was a young 
man, and thoſe families which are not en- 
nobled, ſoon eſcape ones rememberance. 
The romantic ſcenery of Wales is better im- 
printed on my memory, than the perſons 
met with there.“ 


Auvguil 


b. 
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| Auguſta was ſomewhat diſconcerted by his 
efforts to recall the name of Denbeigh, which 
ſhe too well remembered had met his eye, at 
the bottom of a letter, which ſhe herſelf had 
written. 


= Lord Euſton, who watched every turn of 
Wher expreſſive countenance with trembling ſo- 
Wicitude, and ſuſpected her embarraſſment pro- 
Wcceded from Lord Seaton's ſcrupulous en- 
Wo uirics after her connexions, which he wiſhed 
Wo relieve her from, now ſaid, © If your 
Lordſhip is an admirer of ſuch ſcenes, you 
ill be charmed with the ſketches Miſs Den- 
deigh has made from them with her pencil.“ 


& I ſhall think myſelf honoured, no doubt, 
dy the ſight of them,” replied Lord Seaton 
though after having viewed the ſublime, 
nd beautiful views with which Switzerland 
Ind Italy abound, I can ſcarcely think any 


hich our own iſland produces will en 
harm me 


This 
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* 


This ungracious ſpeech, which ſeemed ca- 


culated to repreſs the pleaſure which Lord | 
Euſton had betrayed in ſpeaking of Auguſta 

performance, hurt Lady Mortimer ſo much 
that ſhe could not recover her ſpirits ti 
whole time ſhe remained at table. As for E 


therefore, as it could be done with propriety L 
ſhe and Auguita quitted the room. g 


When they were alone, ſhe ſaid, “ Ther 
is a ſubject on which I muſt, though it pain 
me, ſpeak to Miſs Denbeigh : But perhap 
ſhe has heard of my father's peculiarities, af 
if lo, all I have occaſion to ſay, is, that for ml 
fake I hope ſhe will overlook them.” 


0 Your l and your goodne 
equally affect me, madam,” replied Auguſt: 
ce and if your diſcernment has diſcovered ai 
Ciſlike 1 in me to Lord Seaton, I hope you wii 
place it to his behaviour to Mr. Euſton ; and 
be aſſured, that as I am neither entitled to hi 
civilities, or can indeed merit them, I ſhi 


av 
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not have the preſumption to flatter myſelf 
with the hope of receiving them.“ 
1 « ] entertain better expectations, replied 
| Lady Mortimer. © By your means I hope 
o convince my father of the injuſtice he does 
y uncle's memory; and when once he be- 
omes your admirer, it follows of courſe chat 
e will be your friend.” 


The gentlemen obeyed the ſummons to 
ea, and then ſeparated to attend their evening 
ngagements. Lord Mortimer and Lord 
uſton alone remained, to attend Lady Mor- 
imer and Auguſta, to Lady Betty Caſtleton's 
dall, wither they repaired about twelve 
d'clock, after having devoted an hour to the 
weet powers of harmony. Lord Euſton 
vas ſo importunate with Auguſta to dance, 
nat ſhe was obliged to remind him of the 
mpoſſibility there was of her having been 
able to attain that accompliſhment. When 
ady Mortimer underſtood this, ſhe declined 

ixing with the dancers, and they ſauntered 

| through 
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Having ſtopped in one of them, to partake «| 


Auguſta perceived Miſs Felton ſtanding ven 


as it had ceaſed to offend, ſhe approached her 


had been before converling. 


fine Lady, who has totally forgot me in a fen 


through the different rooms, and amuſed 
themſelves ' with obſerving the company, 


ſome ſideboard refreſhments, on turning round 


3 


near her. As the capricious behaviour «| 
that young Lady had been forgotten, as ſoon if 


with an air of politeneſs and good humour, 
and paid her compliments. For ſome mo- 
ments Miſs Felton appeared as if trying to 
recolle& her; when ſuddenly, but coolly ex- 
claiming, « Miſs Denbeigh, I think.” She 
drew up herhead, made her a low curtſey, and 
then turned to the gentleman with whom ſhe 
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« My preſumption has bal puniſhed, 
ſaid Auguſta, addrefling herſelf to Lom 
Euſton ; & for] have ventured to addrels: 


months. ” 


cc She 
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cc She is a compound of folly and affecta- 
tion,” replied he; © but I ſee ſhe is about 
puniſhing me worſe than ſhe has done you, 
by convincing me that ſhe remembers me. 
So pray let us try to avoid her,” 


; T hey directly quitted the room, and ſoon 
WF after took their leaves of Lady Betty Caſtle- 
ton, and returned to Portland-Place. 


* 


CHAP. XXXVII. 


— 


EVERAL days elaſped in a round e 
agreeable amuſements and domeſtic ple: 
ſures; for Lord and Lady Mortimer wer 
exceſſiyely attached to each other, and whill 
they partook of the pleaſures of high li 

{till found their greateſt felicity at home. 
Their only child, a ſon, about fifteen yea 
of age, was at this time at Geneva with h 
tutor; for they had wiſely reſolved to remo 
him, at an early age, from thoſe ſcenes | 
| | fo 
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iv and diſſipation which ſo frequently ener- 
1 te the mind, and * the faire} bloſſoms 


youth. 


The partiality they both entertained for 

uguſta became every day more viſtole; and 

e now began to feel for them a conſiderable 

Mxrrtion of that affectionate tenderneſs, which 
| ad lain dormant 1n her boſom ſince the death 
| Mr. Euſton. 


; 


Lady Monjader frequently preferred hei 
ciety to the pleaſures. which courted hei 
broad; and they often paſſed the whole 
orning together, in the calm and rational 


* 


8 of each other's converſation, N 


] 0 
gle: 
wen 
vhill N 1 
lt She w was PRE) at the n tore of 
nowledge ſhe found in her mind ; at the 
rength of her underſtanding, and the ſoli- 
ty of her judgment. Often, however, in 
e midſt of theſe converſations,.a deep me- 
holy, would ſeize her; and once the 
rs ſtreamed from her eyes. Auguſta ſtrove, 
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by every delicate attention, to ſooth and re. 
ſtore her ſpirits; conceiving that ſuch agi. 
tion, without any apparent cauſe, muſt Pro. 
ceed from malady. 


* 


| Lady Mordmer eta her miſtake; aud 
preſſing her hand between hers, ſhe fail 
« Ah, my ſweet friend! I have a canker d 
here, which robs me of my peace, and de. 
troys my health; I will not long conceal ny Y 
tcret from you, ſince I hope to find relic 2 
rom your gentle ſoothings ; but at preſent] . 
an ſay no more.” And with this ſhe aro 
nd left her. eee 4 


Auguſta was greatly aſtoniſhed at what ſte 
1ad heard. Lac” Mortimer, who appearei 
Neſſed with every gift CO f fortune and 
nature; who experienced the ſolaces of friend · 
ſhip, and the felicity of refined love ;—how wa 
it poſſible that ſhe could be unhappy ? Sure 
ly it could not be her own diſtreſſes of which 
ſhe complained : Perhaps her benevolent bo- 
ſom ſorrowed for the miſeries of another, 
Thi 
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This idea brought with it a ſuggeſtion that 
gave her real pain. Lord Euſton, thought 
ſhe, {till cheriſnes his former partiality, and 
has made his ſiſter the confidant of his paſ- 
ſion. She doats upon him—ſhe will be his 
advocate - and I muſt either become the moſt 
ungrateful, or the moſt miſerable of wretches. 
Reflection however at length relieved her 
from theſe apprehenſions. The uniform pro- 
priety of Lord Euſton's behaviour, and the 
delicacy of his attentions, (ſo different from 


| : | what they had formerly been) led her to hope 


that theſe ſuſpicions were groundleſs. She 
FF next turned her thoughts to Lord Seaton } 
His inſupportable pride, his moroſeneſs, and 
the ſeverity of his manners to his children, had 
perhaps too deeply afflicted Lady Mortimer. 
This circumſtance was the only one ſhe 
could find, in the whole catalogue of human 
woes, likely to affect Lady Mortimer : and 
although it certainly did not tend to leſſen her 
diſlike of Lord Seaton, yet the generouſly 
determined to adapt herſelf more to his hu- 
mours, and ſtudy to pleaſe him ; flattering 

E 2 | her- 
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herſelf that if ſhe did not ſucceed with his 
Lordſhip, it would at leaſt prove pleaſing to 
her friend. Juſt as ſhe had come to this re- 
ſolution, ſhe was told that the coach was in 
waiting, to convey her to Bond- ſtreet. 


Lady Mortimer had kindly mentioned to 
her, that ſhe wiſhed her to have the attend- 
ance of a ſervant; and as her Ladyſhip had 
no one particularly in view, Auguſta deſcrib- 
ed Mrs. Davies; and related as much of her 
| hiſtory as ſhe could, without repeating the 
ſhare ſhe had in reſcuing her from want. 
Lady Mortimer thought her exactly the ſort 
of woman that would ſuit Auguſta; and it 
was in order to engage her, that Auguſta was 
57 proceeding to Bond- ſtreet. 


The good Mrs. Mills almoſt hed tears of | 
Joy at being Auguſta, and hearing ſhe was ſo 
happy; and Mrs. Davies, who was quickly 
ſummoned, ſhewed the greateſt ſatisfaction at 
the offers which were made her; and promiſed 


h 
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to enter upon her new office the following 
day. 


This being ſettled, Auguſta haſtened back 
to Portland-Place, as they were engaged to 
dine with Lord Seaton; and ſne wiſhed to 
diſplay, upon that occaſion, a moſt beautiful 
dreſs, with which Lady Mortimer had pre- 
ſented her. 1 


When they were ready, Lord Mortimer 
complimented her upon her appearance; and 
told her he believed ſus had a deſign upon 
the Earl's heart. She ſmiled her reply, 
and they drove off. 


On their arrival at his houſe, they proceed- 
ed acroſs a ſpacious hall, through a range of 
ſervants, in liveries richly laced, to the draw- 
ing- room, where Lord Seaton was waiting to 
receive them ; which he did with as much. 
ceremony, as if they had been the greateſt 
ſtrangers. He beckened to Lady Mortimer 
to take a ſeat, the third from the top of the 

E 3 __. •¹ 


7 AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. 

room; but Auguſta perceived he was at ſome 
difficn!.y in placing her; as there would have 
been great awkwardnels, in leaving ſeveral 
yacant cha rs between them and Lady Mor- 
timer ; which he yet ſeemed to wiſh to pre- 
ſerve for ſome other gueſts : She therefore 
begged to be at a diſtance from 'the fire, 
and fat down in a window near to the door. 
Lord Seaton was pleaſed to find that ſhe had 
made ſo proper a diſtinction for herſelf ; and 
as he bad ſtationed himſelf there, to be ready 
to receive his viſiters, ſhe engaged him at in- 
tervals in converſation. 


All this parade ſeemed but the prelude to 


a a gloomy viſit; and rn heartily wiſhed 
it over. 


The company conſiſted of the Prince and 
Princeſs of Caſſino, Lady Elizabeth Barton, 
Lord and Lady Marlborough and their two 
daughters, two Neapolitan Noblemen, and 
Lord Euſton. 


Dinner 
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Dinner was ſerved up in a moſt magnificent 
ſtyle; and Lord Seaton had placed his gueſts 
at table, with the ſame ſcrupulous exactneſs 
as he had before done in the drav/ing- room; 
of courſe Auguſta fat at the bottom, and next 
to Lord Euſton; which was a happy circum- 
ſtance to her, as ſhe was totally unknown to 
moſt of the company, and equally over- looked 
by the Earl, amidſt the many right honour- 
ables, who engroſſed his attention. 


Atſter the cloth was removed, the conver- 
ſation, in compliment ro the ſtrangers, fell 
upon. Italy, It was carried on chiefly in 
French; and at length turned on the beauty 
of the Italian ladies, which all the gentlemen, 
an RET Lord Euſton, highly extolled. 


The Princeſs ſixed her eyes upon him, and 
ſmiling, faid, in Italian, which ſhe knew few of 
the company underſtood perfectly; Ah, my 
Lord, your politeneſs exceeds your ſincerity; 
for the fineſt women Italy can boaſt are 
abundantly excelled by your beautiful neigh- 
bour.“ ; 
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The cheeks of Auguſta were immediately 
ſuffuſed with the deepeſt ſcarlet; and the 
Princeſs perceiving that ſhe was underſtood, 
gave a moſt graceful turn to what ſne had 
ſaid. She afterwards addreſſed herſelf fre- 
quently to her, as did the two Neapolitan 
Noblemen; and her anſwers ſoon convinced 
them, that ſhe was an entire miſtreſs of their 


Language. 


The Earl's attention ſeemed to be revived, 
by that which was ſhewn her by his: gueſts ; 
and from having been the moſt neglected 
perſon in the room, Auguſta, by this fortu- 
nate circumſtance, now ans of 1 
es. | | 
When the ladies retired, the Princeſs of 
Caſſino attached herſelf to Auguſta, and talk- 
ed to her of their authors, their painters, and 
their muſicians; and was delighted, as well 
as {ſurpriſed to find, that ſhe was r 
with the eee of each. 


— o 


Mouſie 
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Muſic was propoſed ; the gentlemen join- 
ed them; and the taſte of Auguſta excited 
the higheſt applauſe, 


Lord Seaton now became one of her warm- 
eſt admirers; reminded her that he was to ſee 
ſome of her drawings; and fixed the following 
morning to call upon. her for that pur- 
| pole. | 


The evening concluded as pleaſantly, as 
the former part of it had been unpromiſing to 
Auguſta; and what her own beauty and in- 
trinſic worth could not procure for her, was 
thus accidentally accompliſhed, by the flatter- 
ing marks of attention paid her by the Prince 
and Princeſs of Caſſino; who, though 
ſtrangers, from the ſuperiority of their rank, 
| had been able to conquer the proud and pre- 
judiced ſpirit of Lord Seaton, | 
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CHAP. XXXVIIL. 


ORD and Lady Mortimer, whoſe fond- 

neſs for Auguſta increaſed momenta- 

rily, obſerved the change of Lord Seaton's 

ſentiments with abundant pleaſure ; and the 

ſatisfaction which ſhe ſaw it gave them, deter- 

mined her to proceed in the plan. ſhe had. 
laid down. 


The hour was now arrived, when ſhe ex- 
pected to ſee him in Portland-Place; and Lord 


| and 
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and Lady Mortimer were not leſs impatient 
than herſelf. He at laſt made his appear- 
ance; and having apologized to them, with 
much ceremony, for being later than his 
appointment, he fat down to view the 
drawings. "Their various beauties were cri- 
ticiſed, with all the preciſion to be expected 
from a perſon who had paſſed the Alps. 


Lady Mortimer obſerved, that there was a 
piece or two miſſing, which ſhe had particu- 
larly admired; Avguſta therefore went to 
fetch them from her dreſſing- room; and in 
her abſence Lord Seaton proteſted that he 

4 ſhouldentreat the Princeſs of Caſſino to takea a 
- view of them, as they were the molt perfect 
's things of the kind he had ever ſeen. Amongſt 
e the ſecond collection which Auguſta pro- 
* duced, there was a fine ſketch of the "_ 
d where Mr. Euſton lived. 0 


. This is a ert date ſaid Lord Sea- 
x- | ton. s it from nature or fancy E 


rd | | e | | 
nd E 6 « Oh, 
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„ Oh, from nature, replied Auguſta, for- 
getting herſelf in the retroſpection. © It is 
the ſpot, on which the happy days of my 
youth have been paſt. It is the ſeat of my 
adored and lamented Mr. Euſton.” 


« Of whom did you ſay, madam ?” aſked 
Lord Seaton, with a countenance inflamed 
with ſurpriſe, and a voice raiſed by reſent- 
ment. | X 


« Of Mr. Euſton,” replied the terrified 
Auguſta; who too ſoon perceived the error 
ſhe had been guilty of. 


8 And who are you then?“ demandad, he, | 
in an authoritative tone. 


c She is,” ſaid Lady Mortimer, the 
adopted child of your brother.” 


«And have you,” replied Lord Seaton, his 
eye darting fire, © have you dared to concur 
in the impoſition, which has been practiſed 

againſt 
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againſt me? Whether ſhe be the real, or 
adopted child of Mr. Euſton, ſhe is equally ob- 
noxious to me; and I renounce you as my 


daughter, if you do not inſtantly withdraw 


your protection from her.” 


The protection ſhe has found in my 


houſe,” replied Lord Mortimer, © ſhe has 
highly merited ; and I will not be diftated 
to, even by Lord Seaton, whom I ſhall receive 


there. 


„ Oh!” exclaimed Auguſta, with up- 
lifted hands, © let me not be the cauſe of an 
unhappy quarrel between you. J will in- 
ſtantly go— indeed I will directiy one the 
houle.” 


As ſhe ſpoke this, ſhe advanced towards 


the door; which was ſuddenly opened by 


Lord Euſton. Auguſta's laſt words, which 
he had heard, and the countenance of each of 
the party, immediately diſcovered to him the 
{ſcene which had * He oppoſed her de- 


Parture; 
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parture; and cried, in a voice of reproach, 
« Will Lady Mortimer conſent to this?“ 


4 Oh, no,” replied her Ladyſhip: « I 

cannot, I will not be parted from this dear 
girl, My father's prejudices I cannot im- 
bibe : In every other reſpe& he may com- 
mand my obedience.” 


And is it thus,” rephed Lord Seaton, 
ce that my children conſpire againſt me? Was 
| it not enough to make me degrade myſelf, 
and the rank I hold in the world, by receiving 
this obſcure character into my houſe, and in- 
| troducing her to my friends? Will they alſo, 
| | in addition to this, ſtill countenance Sg and 
| openly rebel * me?“ 


« Call her not an obſcure character,, 
cried Lord Euſton. © She would do honour. 
to the moſt exalted ſtation : And I myſelf _ 
have witneſſed how tenderly ſhe was educated 
by my uncle,” 


** * 
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e Gracious heaven!” exclaimed Lord 
Seaton, © to what wretchedneſs am I de- 
ſtined ! Perhaps the next moment I may be 
doomed to hear, that an artful girl, brought 
up perhaps with that deſign alone, is to ſe- 
duce my ſon, and ſhare in my an 
honours.” 


cc J will own,” replied Lord Euſton, with 
great calmneſs, © that I have adored Miſs 
Denbeigh, almoſt to diſtraction that I have 


offered her my hand ;—and that it would 


have been the glory of my life, to have con- 
tributed to the felicity of hers. Her mind 
however is too elevated, to be biaſſed by that 
ſort of honour, on which your Lordſhip alone 
lays a ſtreſs. She has rejected my addreſſes; 
and I have therefore reſolved, that the family 


| honours, about which you are ſo ſolicitous, 1 


ſhall end in myſelf. al 


This is infopportable,” cried Lord Sea- 
ton, almoſt choaked with rage; « but know, 
* taat, though you inherit my family ho- 

nours, 
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nours, the wealth, which can alone ſupport 
them, is at my diſpoſal. And never ſhall it 
be divided with a wretch, who, ſome time ago, 


was a ſupplicant for my bounty.” 


That, my lord,” faid Auguſta, © is a 
reflection, and almoſt the only one, which 1 
cannot ſuffer to paſs unanſwered from your 
lordſhip. In the letter which I wrote, to 
acquaint you of Mr. Euſton's death, I inform- 
ed you, that his will had bequeathed every 
thing tome; and inſteadof ſoliciting your aſſiſt- 
ance, I offered to relinquiſh his little pro- 
perty, if you thought you had a prior right to 


it. Alas! his only worldly care was to leave 


me independent; and ſo benevolent were his 
heart and his precepts, that of his reſentment 
againſt your lordſhip, for which, doubtleſs, he 


had ar cauſe, I never heard him N but 
once.“ 


The mild, but dignified manner of Au- 


guſta kept Lord Seaton ſilent for a moment; 
and Lord Mariner, willing to avail himſelf of 
an 


AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. 15 
an interval, which he thought favourable, thus 


addreſſed him : 


« The unhappy diſpute, which ſubſiſted be- 
tween you whillt hving, doesnot, I hope, con- 
tinue with the duſt of your departed brother, 
Miſs Denbeigh was dear to him; ſhe is ſo tous. 
Her innocence, her beauty, her unprotected 
ſtate, all entitle her to the aſylum ſhe has 
found here. Your lordihip has mentioned 
your rank; is not mine equal? or am I leſs 
tenacious in the proper ſupport of it? How 
ridiculous would be our pretenſions to birth, if 


pride, arrogance, and caprice, were to anni- 


hilate the feelings of humanity, and the dic- 
tates of reaſon? Perhaps Mils Denbeigh bears 
a relation to us; but whether ſhe does or 
not, ſhe is enobled by her education, by her 


virtues, and by her accompliſhments: And I 


flatter myſelf that your lordſhip will be pre- 
vailed upon to ſacrifice an ill- placed preju- 
dice, and to ſhare with Lady Mortimer and 
ec in the nn " — upon her 
| . - thoſe 
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thoſe marks of affection, which ſhe appears ſo 
well to deſerve.” 


e No, never,” exclaimed Lord Seaton. 
& Nor will I ever again enter theſe doors, 
until I am aſſured that my daughter has given 
up a connexion ſo. 1 to her, as well 
as n to me. | jo 


4. To give up our own opinions, and our 
own pleaſures, to a caprice altogether ſo un- 
reaſonable, would be a folly,” ſaid Lord 


Mortimer, © of which I cannot be guilty, 
We ſhall regret that we have not the honour - 


of ſeeing your lordſhip. here; but muſt con- 


. ſole ourſelves with the reflection, that we have 
done nothing which ne to excite your diſs 
l mona 


This cool: inſolence,”* cried Lord Sea- 
ton, ringing the bell furiouſly, is intoler- 
able.” And then turning to Auguſta, and 
ſtamping violently with his foot, he ſaid, 
« How dareſt thou, * as thou art, ſtand 


thus 


5 
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thus ſerene amidſt the ſtorm thou haſt pro- 
duced ?” 


« Oh, not ſerene ;” replied ati the 
tears ſtreaming from her eyes; © my heart is 
torn with a thouſand agonizing ſenſations. 
Your lordſhip has awakened the keen re- 
membrance of my former happineſs, and 
ſhewn me the bitter portion which now re- 
mains. Terrible as is the neceſſity of ſuch 
a reſolution, I declare to you it is my un- 
alterable determination to leave this houſe to - 
night. I will ſpare the generous boſoms of 


Lord and Lady Mortimer; the conflict they 


ſuſtain between duty to you, and pity for the 
ynoffending object of your hatred; and I 
will preſerve to your lordſhip the unalienated 
affection * your children, if my departure 
can do it.“ 


« Can you be inſenſible, my father, to 
ſuch goodneſs as this?“ aſked Lady Morti- 
mer, whoſe tears fell almoſt as faſt as 
Auguſta 8. 


CY 
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ee Tf her artifices have impoſed upon you,” 
replied he, © let her take care how ſhe trifles 
with my reſentment.” 


And having before ordered his carriage to 
the door, he abruptly left the room. 


F. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 


HE manner in which Auguſta had ſuſ- 
tained this ſcene, ſo extraordinary in 
itſelf, and ſo inſulting to her delicacy, had 
more deeply than ever intereſted her three 
friends in her favour. Lord Mortimer 
foothed her with the moſt affectionate ex- 


Ipreſſions; and concluded by giving her an 


aſſurance, that he would conſider her in fu- 


ture as his child. Lady Mortimer confirmed 


theſe pleaſing promiſes; and Lord Euſton 
ſeemed already to have forgot his. father's 


anger, in the ſatisfaction they afforded him. 


Augulta 
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Auguſta, having ſtruggled to compoſe her 
ſpirits ſufficiently, for the deſign ſhe had in 
view, at laſt ſaid, © Words almoſt fail me, 
when I would expreſs my gratitude for the 
exalted and affecting proofs of goodneſs, with 
which I have been honoured by this family, 
Doomed as I am, to experience the tranſient 
view of happineſs, and then to be plunged in- 
to freſh diſappointments, the recollection of it 
will perhaps ſupport me, in the ſevere trials 
which may yet await me. O Lady Morti- 
mer! my kind, - my generous friend! how 
ſhall I bid you adieu? and yet it muſt be 
done !” | 


« Indeed, my ſweet Auguſta,” cried ſhe, 
ce jt is decreed otherwiſe: We will not 
part.“ 6 


e Tf I could be ſelfiſh enough to avail my- 
ſelf of theſe flattering ſentiments, replied 
Auguſta, I am ſure I ſhould not long be 
able to preſerve your good opinion ; ſince I 


ſhould then. loſe that conſcious rectitude off 
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principle, which can beſt and alone intitle me 


to it. The enthuſiaſm of your benevolence 
conceals from you, at the preſent moment, 
z truth which will be heard: That, in the 
practice of that virtue which you love, obe- 


dience to the will of a father is one of the 


tigheſt duties it rs deg 


Lady Wader Lord Euſton, and Lord 
Mortimer, looked at her with ſurpriſe and 
dmiration; but did not attempt to ee 
her: She therefore — 


« In thus exiling myſelf from you, my 
deareſt hope will be, that ſome fortunate co- 


incidence of events may reſtore me to that 
protection which I relinquiſh ; and that in the 


mean time I ſhall retain the undiminiſhed re- 
gard of my three noble friends.“ 


« Your 1 oppoſes its own ſucceſs, 


be lexclaimed Lord Mortimer; © for every 


e I 


in- 


word you utter opens a freſh ſource for our 
of 
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admiration, and binds us more cloſely to | 
| | | 


e Ah! my Lord,” faid ſhe, © the unfor- 
tunate have but one conſolation in adverſity, 
which is that of having acted rightly. I ſee, 
and feel my duty, in the preſent inſtance, and | 
will not depart from it. I have (continued 
ſhe, bluſhing from exceſs of agitation) one 
wiſh, which I hope may be granted. It is, 
that I may be permitted to leave the houſe, 
without taking a laſt farewell.“ 


« Good God!” cried Lady Mortimer, 
ce run * e does this dear girl 


cp replied Lord Euſton, ic in a Ace 
voice, know her reſolution too well to op- 


* it.“ 7 


Well,“ ſaid Lady Mortimer, * we will 
at leaſt wave all thoughts of parting for the 
preſent, and conſider 0 
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c Oh pardon me,” cried Auguſta ; «© my 
word has been paſſed. Davis is, I ſuppoſe, 
by this time here, She will ſoon have 
packed up my cloaths, and then——” She 
could not finiſh the ſentence. 


« And what ths are the deſigns of Miſs 


Denbeigh?” aſked Lord Mortimer with 


chagrin. 


©« To devote herſelf to retirement,“ re 
plied ſhe; © and to be guided in her choice of 
it, by the advice of Lord and Lady Mortimer, 
if they will condeſcend to beſtow it.“ 


Lou revive. my almoſt broken heart by 
aſking it,” ſaid Lady Mortimer. The 
apartments in the lodge, at Denmore-Park, 


ſhall be fitted up for you; and then we ſhall 


be within a ſhort walk of each other.” 


« Ah, madam,” anſwered Auguſta, trying 
to ſmile through her tears, © Is it thus that 
you would cheat yourſelf? The plan on 
„ F which 
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which I wiſh to conſult you, is my return to 
Mr. Euſton's villa. The preſent inhabitants 
are worthy people, and will, I am ſure, re- 
ceive me. Alas! I left it, only becauſe I 
had not then the means of ſupport ; but, ſince 
that time, the unexpected payment of Mr. 


Euſton's debts has made me fo rich, that I 


can amply recompenſe them. Davis may 
go with me; and ſurely amidſt thoſe ſcenes 
which once conſtituted my felicity, I cannot * 
wholly unhappy.” | 


« Ah, Mis Denbeigh * faid Lord Euſ- 
ton, © I too plainly perceive the whole of 
your deſign, in fixing upon ſo remote a retreat. 
It is intended as an abſolute excluſion of us.“ 


9 e what purpoſe would be my re- 
treat,” replied Auguſta, with a deep ſigh, 
« jf that terrible, but neceſſary deſign was not 

to be accompliſhed. Lord Seaton might 
then with juſtice accuſe me of hypocriſy.” 


This 
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Mortimer, © is ſuperiour to us all; and 
her exalted ſentiments ſhall be no longer 
oppoſed. Go, my dear Miſs Denbeigh, ſe- 
cure in the approbation of your own heart, 
and aſſured of the remembrance you have 


impreſſed on ours. Neither diſtance nor 


change of ſituation can produce an alteration 


in our ſentiments; and we ſhall unceaſingly 


endeavour to regain you, in a way that may 
be pleaſant to your own juſt and delicate 


feelings. In the mean time command me, in 


any way that may be uſeful to you; and if you 
would have me believe, that you really enter- 
tain a regard for me and Lady Mortimer, do 
not object to our making you more in- 
enden, if we cannot make you more 


happy.” 


Auguſta's heart was too full, to make any 
reply. She waved her hand, in token of her 
acknowledgement; and, availing herſelf of the 
rmiſſion granted to her, hurried out of the 
oom. She reached her own apartment with 
12 F 2 dif- 
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difficulty; and, inſenſible to the preſence of 
Davis, threw herſelf on the ſofa, and gave 
way to the violence of her emotions. 


The poor woman was too much ſurpriſed, 
to offer her aſſiſtance for ſome moments; 
however, ſhe at laſt entreated her to take a 
glaſs of water; which Auguſta drank, and ſoon 
became more compoſed. She then inform- 
ed Davis, that there was a neceſſity for her 


immediate departure from Lord Mortimer's; 


and* gave her directions to pack up her 


cloaths, and follow her in a coach with them 
to Mrs. Mills's. She ſaid ſhe ſhould herſelf 
go there in a chair; and ſent her to deſire a 
footman to call one directly. 


If Mrs. Davis had poſſeſſed the talents of 


a modern Abigail, ſne would have ſet her 


wits to work, to diſcover the cauſe of this 


ſudden revolution; that ſhe might have con- 


veyed the intelligence into the houſe-xeeper's 


room, and from thence through the whole 


family: That being the means, by which ſe> 
| | ot - crets 
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erets of a family nature are generally propa- 
gated. She, however, received her directions 
with ſilent reſpect; and immediately ſet about 
che performance of them. 


During day abies; and whilſt Auguſta 
was putting on her hat and cloak, ſomebody 
tapped at her door. She opened it, and found 
it was Lady Mortimer, 


| « My Lord,” ſaid ſhe, © has revived my 
| ſpirits, by promiſſing me, that our ſeparation 
Mall be a very ſhort one. He has taken upon 
t | himſelfthe arrangement of your journey; and 
| | our travelling chaiſe, attended by two ſer- 
vants, will be with you in Bond- ſtreet, at any 
hour you ſhall appoint, to-morrow morning; 


f ſo that we ſhall be aſſured of your being pro- 


r perly protected on the road. And now, my 
E molt dear friend, let me entreat, that you will 
bh accept of theſe two miniatures of Lord Mor- 
's | timer and myſelf: and as often as you look 


le at mine, aſſure yourſelf, that my thoughts are 
e> | /anxiouſly employed about you.” 
tS . Auguſta 
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Auguſta preſſed the miniatures to her lips, 
and was beginning to expreſs her acknow- 
ledgements; when Davis opened the door, 
and told her the chair was in waiting. 
Lady Mortimer at the ſound of her voice 
turned round; and as ſoon as Davis had a 
full view of her face, ſhe gave a loud ſhriek, 
and fell ſenſeleſs on the floor. 


« Gracious heaven!” exclaimed Lady 
Mortimer, © it is Baylis !” 


A deadly paleneſs overſpread her counte- 
nance ; and Auguſta had but juſt time to ſup- 


port her to the ſofa, before ſhe fainted. Diſ- 


trated with terror, Auguſta rang her bell 
moſt vehemently ; and, as no body came in- 
ſtantly to her aſſiſtance, (as indeed it was im- 
- Poſſible they ſhould) ſhe darted along the 
gallery, and was proceeding down the ſtairs, 


with a ſwiftneſs that would have endangered 


her ſafety ; when ſhe was met by Lord Mor- 
timer, and Lord Euſton, who had been alarm- 


ed by ſuch an unuſual ringing of the bell. 
| Lord 
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Lord Euſton caught her in his arms; but, by 
this time, ſhe could only articulate, Lady 
Mortimer;“ and point to the dreſſing- room 
Lord Mortimer entered it firſt, and beheld 
the two lifeleſs objects. The ſervants, how- 
ever, were now all in motion; and Auguſta, 


who had regained courage, by the fight of 


aſſiſtance, now applied the remedies which 
were offered her.” Lady Mortimer was the 


firſt that recovered. On opening her eyes, 


ſhe looked wildly about her, and ſaid, oy 


where is my child?“ 


Lord Mortimer, ſuppoſing ſne meant Au- 
guſta, n « She is here, my love.“ 


e Oh, my 1 * cried ſhe, © 4 io 
not recollect Baylis 4 


Nr Baylis ! Kg ai Lord Mortimer, in a 


voice of aſtoniſhment ; « can it be poſ- 
ſible?“ 


F 4 « For 


Ws 3 8 2 ; + = — = 
RE Ct pe. 


Ld 


= __ | * = _ | s 


204 AUGUSTA DENBEIGH. 


« For God's fake, what is the meaning of 
all this?” ſaid Lord Euſton to Auguſta, 


8 Indeed,” replied ſhe, though ſcarce able 
to ſpeak, © I know not.“ 


The ſurgeon, who had been ſent for by 
Lord Mortimer, on the firſt alarm, now ar- 
rived; and, as Mrs. Davis ſtill continued to 
| ſhew no other ſigns of life, than a few convul- 
five ſtarts, Lady Mortimer inſiſted that his 
firſt cares ſhould be employed about her : He 
therefore inſtantly bled her; and that opera- 
tion recovered her ſo far, that ſhe was able to 
{wallow a cordial, which he had brought with 
him. 


Lady Mortimer now rejected all the aſſiſt- 
ance, which was propoſed to her; and de- 
clared, her recovery depended ſolely on the 
information ſhe received from Mrs. Davis. 


% May we not queſtion her?“ aſked Lord 
Mortimer; whoſe countenance now indicated. 


the perturbation of his mind. | 
5 ec Cer. 


Qu Qs 
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ce Certainly,” replied the ſurgeon. «1 
apprehend no danger from that.” 


The ſervants - were now diſmiſſed ; and 
Lady Mortimer, turning her languid eyes 
upon Davis, ſaid, „ Tell me if my child 


be yet alive? 


« Oh, madam,” replied ſhe, “ the puniſh- 
ment I have long deſerved, for my breach of 
confidence to you, is approaching faſt. I, 
however, truſt, that the precious depoſit you 


left with me, is yet living, an py 


« Ah! ſay but that,” cried Lady Morti- 
mer, ſpringing with ecſtacy from the ſofa, 
© and I forgive the reſt,” 


« My life l' exclaimed Lord Mortimer, 


'« theſe violent emotions are too much for 


you. Indeed they are. Let us convey you 
to your chamber; and I will collect from 
Baylis the information ſhe has to give.“ 


Ex. « Oh! 
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« Oh! do not tear me, in my laſtmoments, 
from my dear Lady,” cried Mrs. Davis. 
“Suffer me to avow my guilt to her, whoſe 


pardon can alone intitle me to mercy.” 


« I do pardon—1 do forgive you,” ſaid 
Lady Mortimer; © for, oh, you have told 
me that my child is yet living! Say but 
where ſhe 1s, and I am happy.” 


« As I believe, that I ſhall not long ſur- 
vive,” replied Mrs. Davis, © and the ſenſe of 


my guilt has long made me indifferent to life, 


—it 1s my wiſh, that my remaining moments 


may be devoted to a full confeſſion of my 


erimes. Alas! the puniſhment I deſerved, 
would long ſince have overwhelmed me, had 
not that angel in human ſhape (looking at Au- 
guſta) been my preſerver. The confidence 


which your Ladyſhip repoſed in me, (con- 


tinued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to Lady Morti- 
mer) on your private marriage with Captain 


Ameſley, I never forfeited; and it was that, 


no doubt, which made you intruſt me with 
the 
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the care of the lovely infant, whoſe birth you 
were ſolicitous to keep a ſecret from Lord 
Seaton. I had remained concealed in Cheſter 
ſome months; and my little charge had daily 
improved in ſtrength and beauty, when I un- 
| fortunately became acquainted with Mr. 
| Davis. As I paſſed for a widow, and, by 
the ellowance of your Ladyſhip, was enabled 
to live handſomely, he ſoon made propoſals 

to me, which were at length accepted, and 
we were married. He had before this pro- 
fz fefſed himſelf an Iriſh merchant ; but I too 
ſoon found, that he might more properly have 


$ been termed an Iriſh adventurer: However, 
y as there had been ſome duplicity practiſed on 
, my part, as well as his, I had no g t right 
d to anger. About this time, a handſome re- 
i- Y mittance arrived from your Ladyſhip ; and it 
e was then, that I made a confeſſion of my real 
* ſituation to my huſband. This ſum of money 
4 he thought would ſettle him advantageouſly 
in in his own country; and, partly by threats, and 


partly by entreaties, he prevailed upon me to 
my ye with him. The dear little babe, whom 
he F 6 I loved 


1 AUGUSTA DENBREIGH, 


1 loved as my own, I would, not be parted 
from; and we travelled acroſs the country, 
without any direction, that we might not be 
traced, The fatigue of travelling with ſuch a 
burthen, diſtreſſed me greatly; and it was 
then, that my huſband firſt propoſed to me 
to leave it behind. I was deaf to his 
advice, until chance directed us to a vil- 
lage, where, exhauſted with fatigue, we had 
ſtopped for refreſhment. I attended not 
mamauch to the converſation of my huſband, 
„ who, I found, was enquiring the character of 
the neighbouring gentry; but after we had 
= quitted the village, he told me, that he had 
| learnt, there was a moſt extraordinary man 
| lived thereabouts, whoſe humanity and hoſpi- 
1 tality were ſo great, that he was ſure he 
would take good care of the dear little infant, 
| [ whom he had therefore determined to leave at 
„ his door. Intreaties and expoſtulations had no 
N. effect upon him more: And, in ſnort, my Lady, 
by | he made metake the few things we had with us, 
18 out of a ſmall deal box, which he had carried; 
and in this box the precious infant was left, at 
the 
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che door of the. clergyman, at three o'clock 
one fine morning.” 


At this moment, Aũguſta claſped her hands 
together in a wild agony, which interrupted 
the continuance- of Davis's narrative; and 
fixing her eyes ſtedfaſtly upon her, ſhe cried, 


Ohl fay but that the name of this clergyman 


was Euſton | and this bleſſed moment fe 
She could utter no more, but threw herſelf 
at the feet of Lord and Lady Mortimer, ex- 
hauſted * the violence of her emotions. 


« It is it muſt be my child !” exclaimed 
Lady Mortimer; and ſhe ſunk down belide 
her. | | 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe the ſcene which 
enſued, Lord Mortimer was himſelf almoſt 
reduced to the fame ſtate as his wife and 
daughter. Lord Euſton ſhed tears of joy; 
and Mrs. Davis, revived by ſo happy a diſ- 
covery, bad fallen upon her knees, in grati- 
tude to the Ct When ſpeech was at 

| | length 
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length reſtored to them, the interview was 
ſtill more affecting. 


ec Is it poſſible,” cried Auguſta, © that 
heaven can mean to bleſs me thus ?? _ 


« Oh my daughter!“ exclaimed Lord 
Mortimer, ſtraining her in his arms. How 


proud J am to find uch a daughter.“ 


My heart ever owned her,” ſaid Lady 
Mortimer. 


« And mine too,” added Lord Euſton; 
« and ſure I now may be beloved as an 


a uncle.“ 1 


« Davis,” ſaid Lord Mortimer, & the 
injury you have formerly done us, is totally: 
obliterated, by the happineſs af this moment: 


| Retire, and take care of yourſelf.” jd 


4c Oh, ” cred Auguſta, addreſling herſelf 
to Lady Mortimer, © 1 conjure you, by the 
name 
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name of mother, — the firſt time the dear ap- 


pellation has paſſed my lips, —to forgive the 
penitent, and reſtore her to your favour.“ 


« Yes, my beloved child,” replied her 
Ladyſhip, © I do forgive her; for I can re- 
fuſe you nothing;—and I even bend in grati- 
tude to the Almighty Diſpoſer of human 
events, that ſuch has hitherto been your lot : 


Since we find you now, all that the fondeſt 


parents could wiſh, in mind, manners, and 
underſtanding ; which perhaps, had you been 
educated by us, might have been perverted, by 
the influence of a too diſſipated world. To 
your good, your great, your valuable pre- 
ceptor, our hearts can never do ſufficient 
homage.” | 


CHAR -; 
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T ORD and Lady Mortimer now gave 

orders to be denied to. all viſitors, for 
the remainder of the day. The tumult of 
their joy required retirement; and was too 
ſacred, to be prophaned by the eye of idle 
- curioſity. As ſoon as they were ſufficiently 
compoſed, they begged their daughter, now 
Lady Auguſta Ameſley, to relate the inci- 
dents of her life ; which ſhe did, by repeating 
to them the very affe&ing hiſtory, which had 


been given her by Mr, Euſton, a few days be- 
88 fore 
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fore his death; as well as the manner of 
his death, and the diſtreſſes in which ijt 
had involved her. Her journey to London, 
and her firſt introduction to Lady Merton, 
were not omitted ;—and, left her quitting ſo 
amiable a protectreſs, might give riſe to any 
unfavourable ſuſpicions, ſhe now, for the firſt 
time, related the events, which had determined 
her to leave Merton Lodge. Lord and 
Lady Mortimer experienced a variety of 
emotions, during this little hiſtory. They ſhed 
tears over the misfortunes aud Ivar of Mr. 
Euſton ; but theſe were effaced by the admi- 
ration which ſucceeded, at the magnanimity 
and diſcretion of their child. Although Lord 
Euſton was preſent, ſhe could not ſuppreſs 
her grateful acknowledgments, for the many 
acts of friendſhip he had ſhewn her; and, 
without hinting at his partiality, painted in the 
moſt animated language his amiable ſolicitude 
to adviſe and ſerve her, The fond parents 
heard this, with inexpreſſible delight; and 
loaded him with-freſh marks of affection. 
| 4 
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« And now,” concluded Lady Auguſta, 
ce] have to produce the garments, in which I 
was found, Mr. Euſton carefully preſerved 
them in a little cabinet, where they ſtill 


| 

( 

remain,” 
She immediately fetched them; and Lady I , 
Mortimer recogniſed the cap to have been 1 
the work of her own hands. | 
] 
Lady Mortimer now briefly related to her « 


daughter, that ſhe had been prevailed upon 
to marry Captain Ameſley, without the know- |} x 
ledge of Lord Seaton; as the only objection || + 
to his conſent, was, ſhe ſaid, the want of a f 
title, which was not of the leaſt conſequence to ] 
her happineſs. The unexpected death of | v 
two of his couſins ſoon, however, put him in Ip 
poſſeſſion of his family honours; upon which Ih 
Lord Seaton renewed the treaty, and their I v 
having been before married, was carefully con- If. 
cealed from him. Davis's elopement with 
her infant had nearly (ſhe ſaid) broken her 
heart, She had an abſolute confidence in this I n 
woman 
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woman, who had lived with her from her 
childhood: And that ſhe ſhould withdraw 
herſelf from the reward which her ſervices 
claimed, and ſecrete herſelf and the child, who 
muſt be a heavy expence, was ſo ſtrange and 
inexplicable a circumſtance, that they could 
never account for it. Every poſſible ſearch 
had been made after them. Lord Mortimer 
himſelf had traverſed almoſt the whole of 
England; but never could gain a ſingle piece 
of intelligence, to guide him in his inquiries. 
This had embittered all her other enjoy- 
ments, and thrown a gloom over her coun- 
tenance. It was (ſhe ſaid) the very ſecret, 
ſhe was one day about to diſcloſe to her. 
My mother died (concluded Lady Mortimer) 
whilſt I was an infant; and, as I have always _ 
been told, of a broken heart. She ſacrificed * 
her own choice to the ambition of her friends ; 
which ſhe never afterwards forgave herſelf 
for.“ 


Lady Auguſta availed herſelf of the firſt 
moment ſhe could, to viſit Davis. The 
POSE 
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poor wretch threw herſelf upon her knees, 
and ſupplicated her forgiveneſs. 


&« Indeed, indeed, my good Davis,” ſaid 
ſhe, „ I have nothing to forgive. What 
you did has eventually proved the greateſt 
bleſſing : But tell me, did you know that it 
was to one of my own family, that you con- 
ſigned me?“ 


4 I did not,” replied | Mrs. Davis; © for 
if I had, I think I ſhould have tried to cheat 
the vigilance of my huſband, and have con- 


cealed a written acknowledgement in the 
box 73 


Lady Auguſta lifted up her eyes to heaven, 
in gratitude to that good providence, which 
had thus brought about the diſcovery of a 
circumſtance, that was involved in ſo much 
myſtery. 


ce The remainder of your hiſtory,” ſaid 
| ſhe, „I am anxious to hear: What became = 


of you afterwards ?” 
« A 
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« A ſeries of diſtreſſes,” replied Davis, : 
ee which it would pain your benevolent bo- 
ſom to hear, attended us from that moment. 
Remorſe of conſcience left me no intervals 
of eaſe; and the buſineſs which my huſband 
began, with the money that was the price 

of my iniquity, never proſpered. Bankruptcy 
. I enſued ; and, to eſcape the juſtice of his credi- 
tors, we flew from Ireland. Strangers as we 
were in London, hard labour was his only re- 
jr fuge. So ſcanty an allowance ſoon reduced 
at Ius to all the horrours of want and miſery ; 
1- but of that I need not ſpeak, ſince you, ma- 
he dam, were the adminiſtering angel, that re- 
leved our wretchedneſs. Often have I been 
tempted to avow my guilt to you; but 1 

en, (withheld the confeſſion, until the means of 
ich Nreparation were within my power. Ever 
f a ſſince you placed me in a ſituation, in which I 
uch could earn a comfortable livelihond, I have 
almoſt ſtarved myſelf, in order to lay up 
oney to take a journey into Wales, to diſ- 
faid Nover, if poſlible, what became of the ſweet 
ame little Matilda; for until I learnt that, I durſt 
not 


© 
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not face my lady. Indeed I could never learn, 
whether ſhe was even living; as I knew no- 
thing of Captain Ameſley's having a title; and 
was afraid of being too inquiſitive, * i 


ſhould create ſuſpicions.” 


« J have it much at heart,” ſaid Lady 
Auguſta, © to ſend my kind friend, Mrs. 
Mills, an account of this diſcovery. You 
appear ſo well now, Davis, that, perhaps, it 
will do you no _— to take a chair and go 
ro her.” 


« Oh no, madam,” replied Davis. * ] 
aſſure you it will do me good to walk, 


and communicate the joyful tidings to 


her.” 


I inſiſt upon it, that you do not walk,” 
ſaid Avguſta. © I ſhall dreſs very little for 
dinner, as we ſee no company this evening; 
ſo that you may ſet out directly, and need not 
hurry yourſelf in your return. Give mj 
love to the dear good woman, and tell her, 


. 
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my proſperity can never make me forget the 

friend, who ſo kindly ſoothed, and ſupported 
me in adverſity ; and that J will call upon her, 
the firſt moment I have it in my power.“ 


Davis flew to obey the commands of her 
i Lady ; who, after a trifling alteration in her 
s. dreſs, returned to the drawing-room, and ac- 
u quainted Lady Mortimer with what ſhe had 
it done. 1 


«| ] ſhall be moſt happy, my ſweet love,” 
aid her Ladyſhip, © to evince my gratitude 
1d all your friends. Lady Merton and Mrs. 
Ik, Mills have very high claims upon me. The 

toll former, for her diſcernment of your merit, 
when appearances were ſo greatly againſt 
IA vou; the latter, for ſuch diſintereſted friend- 
kA ſhip, and goodneſs of heart, as is rarely to be 
fol found among perſons of her ſtation in life,” 
ing | 5 
noi After dinner a conſultation was held, on 
mil che proper mode of acquainting Lord Seaton 
her with this diſcovery. Lord Mortimer, with that 
mi F true 
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true dignity of mind, which is equally diſtant 
from pride or arrogance, determined to ſee 
him that very evening; and to relate whatever 


had been concealed from him, as well as the 


tranſactions of the preſent day. Lord 
Euſton offered to accompany him; and, whilit 
they proceeded on this errand, the two ladies 
paſſed an hour, in the ſweet and endearing ex- 
change of reciprocal affection, 


Lord Seaton was fortunately at home, and 
diſengaged; and when the names of Lord 


Mortimer and Lord Euſton were announced 


to him, he flattered himſelf they attended him, 
with a view to make conceſſions; and there- 
fore he received them very graciouſly. 


Lord Mortimer immediately entered upon 


the ſubject of his viſit : He firſt deprecated | 


Lord Seaton'sforgiveneſs for an action, which 
the ardency of his affection, and the impetuo- 
fity of youth had plunged him into ; and then 
acknowledged his private marriage. He 
next briefly related the loſs of their child, who 

3 had, 
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had, in conſequence of their clandeſtine mar- ; 
riage, been ſecreted; and laſtly declared, that 


they had that day diſcovered the daughter, for 
whom ſo many tears had been ſhed, and ſo 
much reſearch been made in vain. 


Lord Seaton heard him with great ſurpriſe, 
mixed with his uſual degree of ſtatelineſs; 
and, when he had finiſned, aſked, with cool- 


neſs, where, and in what ſituation, he had found 5 


his * | 


ce] found her,” replied Lord Mortimer, 


"OM my own houſe, and in the perſon of the 


all accompliſhed, but rejected Auguſta 
Denbeigh.“ | 


« I cannot ſuppoſe,” ſaid Lord Seaton, 
ce that ſuch a ſtory as this can have been 


raiſed, for the purpole of reconciling me to 


her remaining in your family. Even my 
children could not, with impunity, practiſe 
ſuch an impoſition againſt me. I would 


therefore aſk you, wy Lord, what reparation 
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the full recital of her hiſtory, connected as it 
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you can make to a young creature, for the 
deprivation of rank, which you have made her 
ſuffer, as well as for the obſcurity, to which you 
have condemned her? As for myſelf, I have 
little now to ſay againtt the indiſcretion of 
your private marriage; but for my grand- 
daughter, I feel greatly agitated, and indeed 
puzzled, how to bring about her introduction 
in the world.” 

« She is ſo charming,” exclaimed Lord 
Euſton, © that there wanted but this one cir- 
cumſtance of high birth, to make the whole 
world concur in their admiration of her.” 


Lord Seaton felt the poignancy of this 
remark. He did not however notice it; 
but, turning to Lord Mortimer, aſked where 
ſhe had acquired her poliſhed manners, and 
thoſe accompliſhments, in which ſhe ſo emi- 
nently excelled. 


Lord Mortimer indulged his curioſity with 


3 with that of his brother. | 
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tondneſs for the object of his care were all 
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The philanthropy of Mr. Euſton—the 
picture of his retirement—his ſolicitude, and 


expatiated upon, with a degree of enthuſiaſm, 
that ſeemed to affect even the cold boſom of 
Lord Seaton ; who, when it was finiſhed, re- 
marked, that he was glad they were under no 
obligation to ſtrangers, or people of obſcure 
condition, His brother had many faults ; 
but he would not deny him his virtues, upon 
this occaſion, However, the chief point now 
to be conſidered, was the dignity of the young 
lady ; and he would heartily concur in the 
ſupport of that. 


Lord Mortimer, finding his ſentiments ſo 
compliant and favourable, urged him to ac- 
company them back to Portland-Place; 
to which his lordſhip readily aſſented. 
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CHAP ML. 


HE. prejudices of Lord Seaton were 

thus conquered by his pride ; and, when 
he arrived at Lord Mortimer's houſe, he not 
only embraced his grand-daughter with great 
affe&ion; but ſtrove, by every expreſſion of 
kindneſs, to recompenſe her for the degrada- 
tion, which he thought ſhe had undergone. 


The evening was ſpent extremely pleaſant- 
ly, though not without ſome conceſſions to the 
vanity of the Earl ; who determined, that the 


entrance of Lady Auguſta, into what he term - 
g | ed 
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ed the world, ſhould be as ſplendid as poſ- 
ſible ; and inſiſted upon her preſentation at 
court taking place, the following Satur- 
day. 


The various tranſactions of the day im- 
preſſed the minds of all thoſe who were con- 
cerned in them, with the higheſt reverence and 
gratitude, for the goodneſs of Providence; 
and none more ſo than Lord Euſton; who, 
in Auguſta's ſteady refuſal of him, now found 
his greateſt happineſs; ſince their degree of 
conſanguinity mult have rendered them miſer- 


4 able in their union, if it had taken place. 
me Lady Avguſta, in addition to her other 
n comforts, had the ſatisfaction of receiving a 
ol] better by Davis, from Lady Merton. It in- 
da- formed her of the marriage of Lord Merton 
with his couſin; and contained the moſt flat- 4 
| tering expreſſions of kindneſs towards her- =. 
ant- 


ſel In a very ſhort time, Lady Merton 4 
> he ¶ ſaid, ſhe hoped they ſhould all be in England; 1 
che and then ſhe ſhould claim the happineſs of &— 
Gy being 
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being favoured with the company of her be- 
loved friend. 


Such a combination of fortunate events 
concurred, to render her felicity compleat, that 
ſhe fain would have perſuaded herſeif it was 
ſo: But a ſigh, which eſcaped from her bo- 
ſom, convinced her of the imperfection of hu- 
man pleaſures. She had now ſuſtained the 
two greateſt trials of life; and, as ſhe had not 
ſhrunk under adverſity, neither was ſhe elated 
with proſperity. 


As Lord Seaton had particularly infiſted, 
that ſhe ſhould go no more into public, be- 
fore her preſentation, Lady Auguſta remain- 
ed quiet at home for ſome days. 


The relations, and particular friends, of 
Lord and Lady Mortimer, who, by the care 
of Lord Seaton, were appriſedof their having 
_ recovered a long loſt daughter, indeed crowd - 
_ ed to pay their compliments; and, amongſt 
the reſt, the Prince and Princeſs of Caflino ; 
whole 
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whoſe notice had, perhaps, firſt procured her 
that of the Earl; and thev were, therefore, 
not the leaſt welcome. 


The name which ſhe was to aſſume, be- 
came next the object of Lord Seaton's ſoli- 
citude. She had been called Matilda, by her 
parents; he therefore contended, thatſhe ſhould 
preſerve this name ; they however yielded to 
her own wiſhes; and, out of gratitude to her 
beloved benefactor, ſhe choſe that of Auguſta, 
To pleaſe him, the names were united; and 


ſhe was preſented, as Lady Auguſta Matilda 
Ameſley. 


The firſt time ſhe was permitted to go 
abroad, ſhe flew to the houte of Mrs. Mills. 
The good woman hardly knew how to ad- 

dreſs her, till ſhe convinced her, by her af- 
fectionate careſſes, that a change of fortune 
had produced no alteration in her manners. 


« N mother,” ſaid ſne, *“ loves you, al- 
moſt as ich as I do. She will ſoon ſee you; 


Wa: and, 
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and, if ſhe can, will repay the thouſand obliga- 
tions I owe, you.“ | 


Lord Mortimer's doors were now open for 
the reception of viſitors; and all the fathion- 
able world appeared to pay their compli- 
ments, 'The happy parents were delighted 
at the homage paid. to their child; but ſhe 
herſelf had too recently experienced, how much 
of that admiration ſhe owed to circumſtances, 
to be either intoxicated by 1t, or {et an ad- 
Anonal value on herſeif. 


Among the viſitors, oe came to pay their 
compliments of congratulation, to her infinite 
ſurpriſe, ſhe beheld Mrs. Sydenham and Miſs 
Felton. The former, indeed, had done nothing 
to offend her; but the ſhy behaviour of the 
latter, ſhe thought, would have exempted her 
from a viſit of ceremony like this. Uncon- 
ſcious, (at leaſt in appearance) of having com- 
mitted any rudeneſs, Miſs Felton exclaimed, 
when ſhe approached her, © My dear crea- 
ture, I am happy, to a degree, at your good 

fortune j 
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fortune; for you have always been a great fa- 
vourite of mine. Sir William will ſoon be 
here, to pay his reſpects to you; and I hope 


we ſhall be extremely intimate,” 


Lady Auguſta could not play the hypocrite | 
ſo far, as to receive this addreſs, with the ap- 
parent ardour, with which it was delivered; 
and Miſs Felton, ſufficiently checked by the 
reſerve of her manners, ſoon departed, 


Lord Euſton, who was an obſerver of this 
ſcene, ſoon after approached, and ſaid, «© Your 
flippant acquaintance, my ſweet niece, has 
ſoon left you.” 


ce Inſincerity like hers,” replied Lady Au- 
guſta, * ought at leaſt to be puniſhed, with the 
neglect I have ſhewn her. It is for ſuch friends 
as you (added the, ſmiling) whoſe kind atten- 
tions purſued me, even 1n poverty, that I re- 
ſerve all my love,” 


* 
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« Ah,” faid he, © I have long ſuſpected, 
that there is indeed ſome favoured object, for 
whom that reſerve has been made.” 


ce You gueſs right,” anſwered ſhe, in the 
fame hvely ſtrain. « My heart muſt have 
been prediſpoſed in favour of another, when 
it refuſed to liſten to you. 


« And, am I not intitled to your confidence 
then?” replied Lord Euſton. * Oh, my 
dear Lady Auguſta ! a regard ſuch as I have 
felt for you, muſt be converted into the moſt 
perfect frienIſhip; and, independent of the 
ties of blood, which now unite us, there is 
not any thing which I would not do, to pro- 
mote your happineſs.” 


t You have the beſt, and the moſt amiable 
heart in the world,” anſwered ſhe ; © but do 
you ſuppoſe, that, ſurrounded as I am with a 
thouſand felicities, of which I could have no 
expectation, I am not a happy creature ?” - 


5 « The 
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de The time has been,” ſaid Lord Euſton, 
cc when there was diſtraction in the thought. 
Now, however, though I am not Jeſs con- 
vinced, I am at leaſt more ready to promote 
your wiſhes. My fortune, my influence, and 
even my life, are devoted to you, whenever 
you ſhall honour me ſo far, as to lay your 
commands upon my friendſhip.” 


« You are ſerious, my Lord,” anſwered 
ſhe; © and the fervour, with which your of- 
fers are made, alarms me with the apprehen- 
| ſion, that you really ſuſpect me of being at- 

tached to ſome unworthy object.“ 


c Oh, far from it,” ſaid Lord Euſton. 
« Whoever you diſtinguiſh muſthave merit ; 
but if he ſhould have other wants, which I 
can ſupply, you will make me happy, by Points 
ing out how I may do i It,” 


My generous and exalted friend !” cried 
» « every moment of my life con- 
G. 6 | vinces 
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yinces me more and more, of the goodneſs of 
your heart, and ofthe juſt claim you have upon 
the confidence of mine. You are not de- 
ceived; and I literally ſpoke truth, when 1 
jeſtingly told you, that a predilection in favour 
of another had made me inſenſible to your 
merits. I have, however, no caule to bluſh for 
the object of it; neither can he be benefit- 
ed by your noble intentions. Believe me, if 
there were any difficulties, within your power 
to remove, I would be more explicit ; 
but, as matters are, your pity is all I could 
--nacerves” | 

cc J neither aſk, nor would hear more,” re- 
plied Lord Euſton ; © for I have no curio- 
ſity to be gratified, if I cannot be of ſervice to 
you. Promiſe me, if circumſtances ſhould 
ſo change, that I may ſtill be of uſe to you, 
that you will let me know it; and 1 
will remain at preſent ſilent on the ſub- 
ject.“ 7 - | IE 
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133 
cried ſhe, giving 
him her hand, in token of it; and, more 


company I" then 1 the converſation 
ended. 


« ] do promiſe you,” 
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CHAP, XIII. 


HE. following morning, Lord Seaton 
ſent to aſk, when he might find Lord 
and Lady Mortimer at home, and alone. 
As the meſſage ſeemed to imply, that he had 
ſomething of conſequence to impart, an an- 
{wer was returned, that they ſhould wait at 
| home, the whole morning, in hopes of having 
| the honour of ſeeing him. He arrived ſoon 
after; and, as Auguſta was in the room when 
he entered, ſhe aroſe with an intention to 
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ſaying, he wiſhed her to be . at the 
conference. 


ce J wiſh,” faid his Lordſhip, “ to learn 
from you, Lady Auguſta, where, and in what 
manner, the remains of my brother are in- 
terred ?” 


The ſolemn manner, in which he had be- 
gan to interrogate her, had agitated her fo 
much, that ſhe did not readily reply ; which. 
Lord Seaton attributed to fear ; and he there- 
fore added, © Be not diſcompoſed, I mean 


'yet to give him thoſe funeral honours, to 
which he is intitled.“ 


His dear remains,” replied Lady Auguſta, 
« were depoſited, by his own direction, in 
the little church, of which he had been paſtor ; 
And, although no eſcutcheon graced the pro- 
ceſſion, a more noble and higher tribute 
awaited him, in the tears and bleſſings of all 
thoſe, to whom he had been friend, guide, and 
comforter, A plain marble flab, ſuited to 


þ | the 
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the ſimplicity of his life; and which alone tells 
his name and family, points out the place 
where he is laid : His virtues will always be 
| talked of, and ever kept in remembrance.” 


Lady Mortimer melted inio tears, at the 
affectionate energy, with which Lady Au- 
guſta had ſpoken: And Lord Seaton ſaid, 
though with ſome little heſitation, © In thus 
reſolving to remove the body of my brothey 
to the family vault at Seaton Caſtle, I mean 
to pay reſpect to his memory, as well as to 
evince to the world, that I am ſorry for the 
diſagreement which happened between us. 
If, therefore, you think, that his reſentments 
againſt me were not ſo ſtrong—ſo very 
ſtrong—as to reject, whilſt living, any over- 
tures of kindneſs to him; I will venture to 
pay him the only atonement, which remains 
for me, now that he Is dead.“ 


08 His whole life,” mk Lady Auguſta, 
« was employed in the practiſe of the duties 


of Chriſtianity ; and J am ſure, he would not 
have 
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have been wanting in one of its firſt precepts, 
the forgiveneſs of injuries, had it ever been ſo- 
licited. As the removal of his remains, to 
the burying-place of his anceſtors, will cer 
tainly be a mark of diſtinguiſhing reſpect, 1 
muſt own the contemplation of it affords me 
a melancholy pleaſure.” 


% It ſhall be done directly,“ ſaid Lord Sea- 
ton. I will adviſe with people who under- 
ſtand theſe matters, that every thing may be 


conducted with the greateſt propriety : And 


L hope, Logd Mortimer, that you will attend 
me, and my ſon, to Seaton Caſtle; for I mean 
to be.preſent upon the occaſion,” 


| Lord Mortimer profeſſed bis extreme 
readineſs to do ſo; and they then talked over 
the plan, which was to be purſued. After 
Lord Seaton's deparrure, Lady Mortimer 
ſpoke of her father's compunction of con- 
ſcience, with much ſatisfaction; and Lady 
Auguſta, whoſe thoughts were now turned 
upon her firſt friends, and former ſituation, 
| took 
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took this opportunity of recommending David 
and Mary to her father, as well as Mr. and 
Mrs. Williams; to whoſe kindneſſes ſhe had 
been ſo much indebted. He commiſſioned 
her to offer one of his beſt farms in England 
to the former, if they ſhould wiſh to change 
their ſituation; and he empowered her to 


make an ample return to the latter, for the 
compaſſionate attention they had ſhewn her, 


He added, that Lord Seaton had intimated to 
him, that he meant to beſtow a donation, 
(which he ſuppoſed would be a liberal one,) 
among the pariſhioners; And,“ ſaid he, 
« J mean that my Auguſta ſhall contribute to 
the comforts of the friends of her infancy.” 


« Oh, my a father,” cried ſhe, how 
conſiderate is your goodneſs! But J will own 


that I yet intend to treſpaſs farther upon 
your indulgence, I with once more to viſit 


thoſe dear abodes of peace and cheerfulneſs; 


and to retrace them with my beloved 
parents,” 


* ND 


AUGUSTA DENBEIGH 23 


« You have anticipated my deſign, my 
ſweet girl,” replied Lady Mortimer: © I in- 
tend it ſhall be our firſt excurſion, next ſum- 
mer. But, in the mean time, there is another 
friend of yours within our reach, whom we 
will no longer neglect: The carriage is at 
the door; and we will drive to Bond- ſtreet 
immediately.“ 


The rank of Lady Auguſta appeared a 
viſible reſtraint upon the behaviour of Mrs. 
Mills; and the acknowledgements of Lady 
Mortimer greatly diftreſſed her. They both 


uſed every experſiſpy of kindneſs to re-aſſure 
her. | 


* 6 n ſaid Lady Mor- 
timer, © that you are about retiring from 
buſineſs, with a competency. If you have 
not yet ſixed upon the piace of your abode, 
let me entreat, that you will accept of one in 
my neighbourhood. It is a ſweet little ſpot, 
and juſt at the extremity of the ſnrubbery, at 
Denmore-Park, where we can ſee you every 


day; 
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day; by which means I can alone diſcharge 
the obligations I owe you.” | 


Auguſta added her ſolicitations ; and Mrs, 
Mills, proud of this diſtinction, left every 
thing to the arrangement of Lady Mortimer, 
and promiſed to enter upon her new ha- 
bitation, before the expiration of the 
ſummer. 8 


The penitent Davis was next thought of 
by Lady Mortimer; and ſhe offered to her 
the choice of a penſion, ſufficient to enable 
her to live in comfort, or a continued at - 
tendance upon Lady Auguſta, 


She joyfully preferred the latter; deter- 
mined, as ſhe ſaid, by the fidelity of her fu- 
ture ſervices, to reſcue herſelf from the diſ- 
grace, into which her former conduct had 
involved her. 
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a CHAP. XLIII. 


ORD SEATON, Lord Mortimer, and® * 

Lord Euſton, ſoon after left town, to 
be preſent at the re-interment of Mr. Euſton, 
1n the chapel at Seaton Caſtle ; and the ladies, 
upon ſo folemn an occaſion, refolved to dedi- 
cate their time to ſtrict retirement. They al- 
ſo wore mourning for the week ; and, during 
this interval, Lady Auguſta recounted to her 
fond mother a more particular hiſtory, than 
ſhe had yet given, of the tranſactions of her 
former life. EI 
: : The 
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The return of the gentlemen plunged 


them again into ſcenes of faſhionable life ; 


where the beauty and accompliſhments of 
Lady Auguſta rendered her the object of uni- 
verſal admiration. 


One evening, Lady Mortimer and Lady 


Avgulta attended a grand rout, given by 


the Princeſs of Caſſino; and, as the former 
engaged at cards, the latter joined Lady 
Mellborough and her two daughters, who 
were indeed diſtant relations ; and they amuſed 
themlelves in converſing with different parties 
of their acquaintance. Late in the evening, 
Lady Auguſta ſaw Lord Euſton enter the 
room, accompanted by a gentleman in deep 
mourning. | 


te Do you know who the ſtranger is with 


Lord Euſton?” faid ſhe to Miſs Mell- 


borough. 


ce It is Lord Sunderne,” anfwered ſhe; 


ce and I did not know that he was returned 
to England, until this moment,” 


cc It 
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« It is evident then,“ thought Lady Auguſta, 

* that the old Lord is dead; and ſhe ſighed 

from the recollection of the ſolicitude, Mr. 
Devereux was uſed to expreſs at his illneſs. 


The two gentlemen had, by this time, nearly, 
approached them; and ſhe was aſtoniſhed at the 
great reſemblance, which Lord Sunderne bore 
to his brother; ſo great, that, but for his having 
a ſickly countenance, and being much thinner, 
ſhe would have thought it was Mr. Devereux 
himſelf. He ſtopped firſt, to ſpeak to Lady 
Mellborough ; who detained him ſome mo- 
ments, by inquiries after his health: and then, 
turning to Lady Auguſta, bowed moſt re- 
ſpectfully, while Lord Euſton ſaid, Lord 
Sunderne, Her heart throbbed violently; 
and, conſcious of the confuſion ſhe was in, 

; which ſhe wiſhed to conceal from her own 
party, ſhe turned haſtily to a Lady who was 
paſting, and began a converſation with her. 
Lord Sunderne ſtill remained near her; but 
ſhe ſtudiouſly avoided looking at him again, 
fearing that her emotion had been obſerved. 


The 


ws Wo 
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The Miſs Mellboroughs aſked him ſeveral 
queſtions ; and ſhe obſerved, without appear- 
ing to attend, that his anſwers were chiefly 


made by monoſyllables ; and that he was me- 
lancholy, and abſent. The Princeſs of Caſſino 


Juſt then entering the room, good manners re- 


- quired, that he ſhould pay his compliments to 
her; and then Miſs Charlotte Mellborough 

ſaid, © What an elegant man. Lord Sunderne 

is! it is a great pity he ſhould be ſo ſtupid.” 


Lady Avguſta, finding herfelf far from 
well, complained that the heat of the room 
overcame her; and Lord Euſton, fancying a 
greater change in her countenance, than there 
really was, conducted her into an outer room; 
and then went in ſearch. of Lady Mortimer, 


whoſe party being broke up, their chairs 


were called, and they departed immediately. 


Lady Auguſta took herſelf ſeverely to taſk, 
for the emotion ſhe had betrayed, at the ſight 
of Mr. Devereux's brother. His ſolicitudes 
for me,” ſaid ſhe, © have craſed to exiſt; 

6 and 
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and I ought to baniſh a perſon from my re- 


membrance, to whom I am become ſo indit- 

ferent. He has long ſince been releaſed 

from his attendance upon his poor ſick father; 

| and yet I, the pretended object of his warmeſt 

affection, have not once been thought of. 

> | Surely my diſintereſted conduct merited, at 

i 8 feaſt, the ſhew of reſpect : but I will puniſh 

> his negle&—T will teach myſelf to think and 

ſpeak of him with indifference ; and I will 
begin, by talking of him to his brother. 


n Theſe were the reſolutions ſhe formed; and 
a it was not long before ſhe had an opportunity 
e | cf putting them in practice. Lady Melibo- 
1; rough gave a ball the following evening: and 
r, thither ſhe was engaged to attend Lady Mor- 
rs timer. She had heard Lord Sunderne pro- 
. miſe to be of the party; and ſhe waited his 
entrance intc the room, with ſome degree of 
K, anxiety. She ſaw him at length appear; and 
ht as he approached her, ſhe courteſied to him; 
cs but to her great ſurpriſe, although alone, he 
ſt; paſſed on. His melancholy appearance n- 
nd VOL. III. H tereſted 
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died of a fever.“ 
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tereſted her, and ſhe ſat down to obſerve him. 
Lord Euſton had taken his ſeat by her unper- 
ceived; until he at length ſaid, Do you 
not think that Sunderne is n al- 
tered?“ 


She ſtarted at his queſtion; but replied, 
ce It is not poſſible that I can be a judge, as 
I have never ſeen him before laſt night.? 


_ « Ts it poſſible then,” cried Lord Euſton, 
te that you can haye forgot Devereux?” 


« Devereux,” repeated Lady Auguſta, 
faintly: © How can Mr, Devereux and Lord 
Sunderne be the ſame ?” 


« By a combination of unfortunate or 
lucky events,” replied he, * call them which 
you pleaſe. - He loſt his father, ſome little 
time ago; and ſince then his elder brother has 


The 


e 
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The boaſted reſolutions of Lady Auguſta 
forſook her in a moment; and her em- 


barraſſment became apparent to Lord 
Euſton. | 


« Good God!” ſaid he, © what can have 
occaſioned this agitation ?” 


« J am ſhocked,” replied ſhe, trying to 
regain her compoſure, © at the reception I 
gave him laſt night. I really took him for 
the brother of Mr. Devereux; and treated him 
as a ſtranger.” | 


« If that be all,” faid Lord Euſton, « J will 
inſtantly reconcile my ſweet couſin to herſelf; 
for I will go and acquaint Lord Sunderne—” 


« Oh, no, no!” cried Lady Auguſta, de- 
taining him, “perhaps he would not like 
perhaps he does not care 


She left the ſentence unfiniſhed and Lord 
Euſton viewed her with fo much ſurpriſe, 
H 2 that 
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that ſhe ſhrunk abaſhed from his inquiring 


eye. 


« J am convinced,” he at laſt exclaimed; 
« Your ſecret, my lovely friend, is at length 
explained to me: I will fetch Sunderne hi- 


ther; but let riot your delicacy take the 


alarm ; for that man alone ſhall receive ſuch 
a bleſſing, who knows how to value it as he 
ought.” 


He departed ſo ſuddenly, that Lady Au- 
guſta had not time to prevent it. She re- 
doubled her efforts to regain ſome degree of 
compoſure; which ſhe had but in part effect- 


eds, when Lord Euſton returned with Lord 


Sunderne. 


« Here,” faid he, © I bring two maſque- 
raded friends together. In' Lord Sunderne, 


madam, you behold Mr, Devereux ; and in 


Lady Auguſta Ameſley, you, Sir, will recog- 
niſe Miſs Denbeigb. . 


The 
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The countenance of Lord Sunderne was 


now animated with the molt lively expreſſion 
of pleaſure. 


ce If,” ſaid he, C Lady Auguſta will con- 
deſcend to confirm to me this ſuppoſed miſ- 
take, ſhe will relieve my mind from the 


moſt painful inquietude, it has ever yet en- 
dured,” 


That I have been in an error reſpecting 


you, is moſt true,” replied ſhe, © But are 


you more eaſily to be forgiven ? or have I fo 


many reſemblances, that you could not di- 
cover me py | 


© I know but one image of you,” anſwer- 
ed Lord ar ce and that is in my own 
memory.” 


| 1550 Eufton had by this time left them: 
Lord Sunderne therefore took his ſeat by 

Lady Avguſta ; and after a pauſe, he added 
: H 3 it 1 
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« had forgot there was another; but that 
I wear equally near my heart.” 


He then produced the miniature he had 
ſtolen from Auguſta's port folio; which was 
ſet in gold, and hung ſuſpended from his neck 
by a ribbon. 9 


* If it be my own picture,” cried Lady 
Auguſta, © I am totally at a loſs to guels, by 
what means you came by it, Pray tell 
me.“ 


« J ſtole it,” replied he, ©« from your 
port folio, in Lady Merton's houſe; and it 
has ever ſince been the companion of all 
my unhappy moments. On, Lady Auguſta! 
to what an extremity of wretchedneſs have 
you reduced me, by ſo carefully ſecreting your 
reſidence, for the laſt two months ! What 

had I done to forfeit your confidence?“ 


ce Indeed,” replied ſhe, © I never intend- 
ed to ſecrete my retirement from you. Mrs. 
12 Bru- 
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Brudenell knew full well, that 1 returned to 
Mrs. Mills's; and, though my departure from 
her houſe, was ſudden, in conſequence of your 


kind intimations, I could not have been ſo 
ungrateful as to ſuffer you to remain igno- 


afety, if I had not known, that the 


wheney@you choſe to monk Ag 
; = 


« Good God!” exclaimed Lord Sun- 
derne, © whata victim I have been to an in- 


within your own power, 


cenſed female. Mrs. Brudenell was deaf to 


all my entreaties; and my other inquiries 
were equally ineffectual.“ 


ce Well,” ſaid Lady Auguſta, with a ſmile, 
ce fince we have been equally puniſhed, I be- 
licve we mult mutually forgive her.“ | 


: "Hes 
« You ſtill,“ anſwered Lord Sunderne, 
with a ſigh, “ poſſeſs the ſame goodneſs, and 
captivating condeſcenſion. In allowing me 
to hope, that you were ſurpriſed at a neglect 
H 4 1 ſo 
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ſo extraordinary, you afford me a ſolace for the 
miſery you inflicted upon me, by your cold 
reception of me laſt night,” | 


© That, ſaid Loads Auguſta « ] hope 
has been explained to you by 
Totally occupied, as I have þ b CL. diſ- 
covery of my own family, you'W Wahot won- 
der, that the two recent events 1n yours have 
eſcaped my knowledge. Your altered ap- 
pearance confirmed my miſtake ; and I re- 
ceived you as the brother of Mf Devereux, 
to whom I was altogethef a ſtranger. Do 
not believe, that the change in my ſituation 
has produced any alteration in my ſentiments. 
Ah! how unworthy I ſhould be of it, if I 
could forget the valuable proofs of friend- 
ſhip, which you ſhewed to the poor Auguſtaj 
'Denbeigh.” 1 


« The ſolicitudes I have experienced, 
fince I ſaw you, have been many and great,” 
replied Lord Sunderne, © Domeſtic diſtreſſes 
have . affected my ſpirits; and the im- 

penetrable 
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penetrable myſtery thrown over your retreat, 


compleated my unhappineſs. The firſt even- 


ing of my arrival in London, I accidentally 
met Lord Euſton; and he acquainted me with 
your rezunion with your own family. Shall I 
that this intelligence gave me 
gret? Deſerted, as I had been, 


| by Milg Denbeigh,—on whom my very exiſt- 
_ ence depended,—what could I expect from 


Lady Auguſta Ameſley ? I however accom - 
panied Lord Euſton to the Princeſs of Caſ- 
ſino's ; where I read in your embarraſſment, 
and averted looks, a diſapprobation, that con- 
demned me to perpetual wretchedneſs. I 
conjectured, you would be here this even- 
ing; and I came hither, to take a laſt fare- 


well of the object, that my ſoul holds moſt - 


dear.” 


At this moment, Lady Mortimer approach- 
ed them; and they were immediately joined 
by Lord Euſton. They walked about the 
rooms, for ſome little time; during which 
Lord Sunderne loſt all his melancholy, and 


H 5 appear- 
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appeared the happieſt of human beings: And, 


when at length the two ladies withdrew, the 


gentle men obtained permiſſion, to breakfaſt 
with them the next morning. 


© CHAP, 
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* -*CHAP. XLIV. 


T. 


ORD SUNDERNE retired from Lady 

Mellborough's, with emotions far dif- 
ferent from what he had before experienced. 

Firmly perſuaded, that Miſs Denbeigh could 


feel no ſentiments of compaſſion for him, 


ſince ſhe had doomed him to a perpetual 
baniſhment; (for ſuch he termed her conceal- 
ment of herſelf) he had given himſelf up to a 


melancholy dejection of ſpirits, which, by de- 


grees, had conſiderably affected his health. 


Whulſt he believed her attached to another, 


H 6 he 
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he had reſolutely combated his paſſion; but 
after finding her diſengaged, to have his hopes 
again extinguiſhed, was a trial too hard to be 
horne. Indeed various circumſtances, and of 
a melancholy nature, had crowded upon him, 
juſt at that time; for he had ſcargely cloſed 
the eyes of his father, before an expfeſs ar- 
rived, to tell him, that his brother lay dan- 
gerouſly ill of a fever at Boulogn® Diſ- 
tracted by ſo many conflicts of mind, he 
hardly knew what ſtep to purſue : however 
piety prevailed. He ſaw the remains of his 
father conſigned to their kindred earth; and 
then flew, with the utmoſt expedition, to the 
brother whom he tenderly loved. Here, 
however, his attentions were unavailing : For 
a fortnight before his arrival, remorſcleſs 
death had ſeized upon his victim. He 
mourned, with fraternal affe&ion, over his re- 
mains; and attended them to their laſt earthly 
manſion. Life ſeemed then to poſſeſs no 
longer any charms for him. The ties of 
domeſtic life were broken; and the hopes of 


a never to be exhauſted paſiion were ex- 
tinguiſhed. 


* 
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tinguiſned. The acceſſion of wealth—the 
enjoyment of titles, —occaſioned him only re- 
grets; and his days paſſed on in gloomy de- 
ſpondency. Diſſatisfied with every place, 
becauſe he was ſo with himſelf, he directed his 
ſteps to the metropolis ; and Lord Euſton, 
having received intelligence of his arrival from 
his valet, loſt no time in making him a viſit. 
He found him ſo much out of health and 
ſpirits, that his compaſſionate heart felt the 
livelieſt concern: and, ſuppoſing that this 
change proceeded from the melancholy ſcenes, 
in which he had lately been involved, he 
judged, that the gaities of the town offered the 
moſt powerful antidote to his dejected 
ſpirits; and, with this view, perſuaded him to 
accompany him to the Princeſs of Caſſino's 
rout. On their way thither, he acquainted 
him with the circumſtance of Auguſta's hav- 
ing been re- united to her family. The ſur- 
priſe and conſternation of Lord Sunderne was 
inconceivable. His emotion, however, could 
not be diſcerned by Lord Euſton; who alſo 
attributed his ſilence, which aroſe iromexcels _ 


1 a 
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of agitation,—to the abſorption of his own 
feelings, which took away from him the 
power of rejoicing at the felicity of others. 
He had faid, that he expected to find Lady 
Mortimer, and her daughter, at the Princeſs of 
Caſiino's. Divided between the pleaſure of 
ſeeing her he had fo long loſt, and the appre- 
henſions he ſuffered, leſt fbe ſhould view him 
with indifference; he entered the roòùòm, with 
ſuch a degree of perturbation, as almoſt over- 
came him, and added to the apparent want of 
health, under which he laboured. When he 
approached Lady Auguſta, all his fears were 
confirmed, He obſerved, that ſhe ſearcely 
looked at him; and that, as if ro avoid any 
converſation with him, ſhe inſtantly turned 
from him, and addreſſed herſeif to a Lady 
who was paſſing. In her endeavours to con- 


ceal the embarraſſment ſhe was under, he read 
cold reſerve, and confirmed diſlike. 


It is not difficult to conceive the ſenſation, 
with which he quitted the room. Miſery 
appeared his only portion ; for even hope, 

_- 2" 
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the wretch's laſt comfort, had forſaken him. 
He was not long in fixing upon his plan. 
England, the dear ſpot on which he had once 
fondly flattered himſelf, he ſhould enjoy un- 
interrupted felicity, was to be for ever aban- 
doned ; and one parting look, at the cauſe of 
his wretchedneſs, was all that he allowed him- 
felf. He had received from Lady Mellbo- 
rough an invitation, to be at her ball the fol- 
lowing evening. There, as her relation, he 
ſhould certainly meet Lady Auguſta; and 
there he was determined to bid her adieu for 
ever. 


This laſt, and fo much dreaded interview, 
reſtored him, however, to all the delights of 
rene wed hope, and anticipated happineſs ; and 
the joyful tumult of his ſpirits kept him as 
much from reſt now, as grief had done here- 
tofore. He roſe at an early hour, and waited 


the arrival of Lord Euſton; who was to call 


upon him, with the utmoſt impatience, 
though he knew it was yet too early to ap- 
pear in Portland-Place, From the amazing 


change 
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change, Lord Euſton perceivedin the coun- 
tenance of his friend, his ſuſpicions were im- 
mediately confirmed]; and, after the firſt ſalu- 
tations were over, he faid, © Sunderne, you 
have been leſs candid with me than I de- 
ſerved; I made you the confidant of my in- 
fant paſſion—but you concealed yours from 


1, 


me. | 


« And I ſhould for ever have concealed 
it,” replied Lord Sunderne, © not only from 
you, but from all the world; if I had continued 
to believe, what I then thought, that you 
were the accepted admirer of the moſt ador- 
able of her ſex. Oh Euſton! was it a time, 
When you diſcloſed to me your own pure and 
diſintereſted paſſion, ro oppoſe mine to it, and 
torment your generous boſom with the pangs 
of jealouſy, or unavailing pity ? I then doat- 
ed upon your lovely niece, with a degree of 
diſtraction nothing ſhort of your awn ; but 
I reſolved to renounce her—to give her up 
to you, whoſe better expectations, and prior 
profeſſions, had the juſteſt claim to ſuch a 


prize; 
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prize and, in ſhort, to combat my paſſion, 
though it deprived me of my exiſtence.” 


ce Good God!” exclaimed Lord Euſton, 
ce how noble has been your conduct! In- 
deed, my dear friend, I fear I neves could 
have emulated what I ſo much admire, had 
not the ties of conſanguity effectually debarred 
me from a nearer union with the amiable ob- 
Jet of our mutual admiration. But a rich 
reward (added he with a ſigh) will be the 
recompence of your virtue; and in the pro- 
motion of your happineſs, I can alone repay 
you, for the exalted proofs of TA which 
ou have beſtowed upon me. 


Lord Sunderne expﬀeſied his acknowledge- 
ments, in the warmeſt terms ; and they then 
proceeded together to Lord Mortimer's. 


The ſtrict intimacy, which had ſubſiſted be- 
tween Lord Euſton and Lord Sunderne, from 
their early youth, had led Lady Mortimer to 
conſider him, almoſt in che light of a ſecond bro- 

| ther, 
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ther. His reception was, therefore, as cordial 
as poſſible. | 


Soon after breakfaſt was finiſhed, Lady 
Mortimer retired, to write letters; and Lord 
Euſton, pretending buſineſs with Lord Mor- 
timer, took him out of the 'room, and left 
Lord Sunderne alone with Lady Auguſta. 


She firſt broke the filence, which enſued for 
a moment,—and faid, „I greatly fear, you 
have thought me guilty of much ingratitude ; 


ſince I perceive, that Mrs. Brudenell, from 


motives which I cannot gueſs ar, concealed 
from you, that I had returned to a fafe 
aſylum. I ſhudder to think of the dangerous 
ſociety, your friendſhip reſcued me ſrom; and, 
whenever ſhe has an opportunity, my mother 
will add her acknowledgements to mine,” 


« The miſery I have endured, in conſe- 
quence of my ignorance of your ſituation, has 
been unutterably great,” replied Lord Sun- 
derne. The ſtory, which Mrs. Brudenell 

told 
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told me, of your abrupt departure, I gave no 


credit to. Indeed I was bewildered with the 
many conjectures, which preſented tele 


to me; and, when J had tried every method to 


diſcover your retreat, and found it impoſſible 
to do fo, the ſuſpicions I had before entertain- 
ed, that you had intentionally ſecreted your- 
ſelf from me, were converted i into a dreadful 
certainty.” 


Lady Auguſta was going to ſay ſomething 
in reply; but Lord Sunderne proceeded 
thus: N 


ce In the laſt interview, I had the happineſs 


of enjoying with Mis Denbeigh, her candour 


and condeſcenſion relieved me from an error, 
which had been fatal to my peace—and, in a 
moment, raiſed me, from the depth of human 
wretchedneſs, to the moſt exquiſite felicity. 
Preſuming on the unexpected diſcovery, that 
your heart was diſengaged, I ventured to diſ- 
cloſe to you the hiſtory of mine. You had 


but 
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but dare I now hope, that I ſhall not offend, 
by declaring, that not only my future happi- 


neſs, but my very exiſtence n upon 
you?“ 


Agitated and abaſhed, Lady Auguſta tried 
to ſay ſomeching; but her words died away 
upon her lips ;—and Lord Sunderne again 
pleaded his long and ardent paſſion, with all 
the energy, which unaffected admiration in- 
ſpires. Superior to the common artifices of 
her ſex, Lady Auguſta, in recovering from 
her embarraſſment, regained her uſual dignity 
of ſentiment and ingenuouſneſs ; and Lord 
Sunderne was rewarded for all his paſtſuffer- 


ings, by hearing from her the ſweet confeſ- 


ſion, that her own partiality had been of an 
Equal date with his. 


Lord 3 whole excellent heart now 
knew no pleaſure, but from the promotion of 
the happineſs of the two friends, whom he 
moſt dearly loved, acquainted Lord and Lady 
Mortimer with the lon g attachment which had 

ſub- 
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ſubſiſted between them ; and they were de- 
lighted to beſtow their daughter upon the 
man, whoſe diſtinguiſhing taſte had appreci- 
ated her merit ſo juſtly, at a time when po- 
verty and diſtreſs had thrown a vail over its 
radiance, | 


Lord Seaton too, although he had raiſed | 
his hopes to a Ducal Coronet, gave a willing 
aſſent to their nuptials. 


Their union was productive of a degree of 
felicity, as refined as it is rare. The precepts 
of benevolence, of ſocial virtue, and of hu- 
man kindneſs, which Mr. Euſton had prac- 
tiſed, were remembred, and emulated by _ 
them; and they were, therefore, a ſource of 
happineſs, to others as well as themſelves. 


Among the many friends, whom their 
rank and affluence, as well as their vir- . 
tues, created them, Lady Sunderne never 
failed to diſtinguiſh thoſe moſt, to whom ſhe 
had been indebted in the days of adverſity : 


4 Lady 
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Lady Merton, and the humble, though me- 
risorious Mrs. Mills, were therefore her great- 
eſt favouri tes. 


_ Lord and Lady Mortimer, whilſt they 

witneſſed the felicity of their darling child, 
bowed with reverential gratitude to Provi- 
dence, who had thus preſerved the inno- 
cent victim of their CLANDESTINE, becauſe 
- INDISCREET marriage. 
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This Day is Publiſhed, 
In Two Volumes, price 6s. ſerved, 
A THE 
NECROMANCER, 
| OR THE TALE O 
IHE BLACK FOREST, 
BY PETER TEUTHOLD. 


To thoſe who are fond of reading ſtories of 


ghoſts, this work may be entertaining, and alſo in- 
ſtructive, as it may ten = {how eee pee 


tion may be worked upon, without any foundation 
in reality. The Story of Wolf, a Robber, exhibits 
in lively colours, the ſtings of conſcience after the 
comin of an atrocious deed.” 


ENGLISH REVIEW. 


% We are aſſured, that the ſtrange events related 
in theſe volumes, are founded on facts the authenti- 
city of which can be warranted by the tranſlator, who 
has lived many years not far from the principal place 
of action. Excluſive of the entertainment ariſing 

from this narrative, it has in you * 1 oy. 
poſe of greater advantage to the public. It expoſes. 
— hich have bis practiſed in a ene a 

of Germany, for carrying on a ſeries of nocturnal 
depredations in the neighbourhood, and infuſing into 
the credulous multitude a firm belief of the exiſtence 

of ſorcery.” Fi | | 

. CRITICAL REVIEW. 
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| This Day is Publiſhed, 
| L In Two Volumes, 12m9. price 6s. ſeed, 
E / ELLEN and JULIA, 
| BY MRS. PARSONS, 
= ce When the moral tendency of ſome novels, and 


the romantic turn of many others, are recolleCed, it 
may appear in {ome ſort meritorious, that a work of 
this kind is intitled to the bare praiſe of affording a 
temporary amuſement, without Jeaving any mjurious 
impreſſion on the reader's 1112gination.—But of the 
preſent novel it would be injuſtice not to ſay, that it 
| | poſſoſſes ſomething more than this negative merit z=—= 
it is well adapted to incuicate in young mind- feveral 
leſſons of prudence and virtue. The leading charac- 
ters are two daughters-of a widowed mother, one of 
whom is ed by vanity and romantic ambition, into 
indiſerctions, which bring her to the verge of ruin, 
and overwhelm her excellent parent with inſuperable 
diſtreſs: while the other preſents an examp e of filial 
- afteCtion, and of a conduct regulated by the moft 
delicate ſenſe of propriety, in circumſtances of con- 
ſiderabie emb irraſſinent. The flory alto ſuggeſts 


Important caudons wo yuuns tartled women, ac aint 
indulging a deſire of admiration, and warning to 
unmarried, of the hazard attending an intimacy with 
women who are diſtinguiſhed by gaiety and freedom 
of manners.“ MONTHLY REVIEW, 
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This Day ts Fubliſhed, 

In T<vo Volumes, prise 6s, ſexved, 
TURKISH TALES, 
BI JOSEPH MOSER, 
Theſe Excellent Tales are as follow: 


SPLIM AND ALMERIA. NOUR MAHAL, QUEEN OP 
FRINCE KESTERMAN AND{ THE INDIES, 
FELICIA. g THE FAIR HIBERNIAN. 


—— oe — 


AN | 
THE BARBER OF PERA. 

© Theſe Tales arc ſunple, amuſing, and fraught 
with important moral inſtruction. They are, on the 
whole, faithful to cuſtoms and manners, and poſteſs 
all the intereſt, without the extravagance of eattern 

compolitions. 
ENGLISH REVIEW. 
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